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Hat of Hope

Fonthill & District Kinsmen kick in for carpet
The Kinsmen Craft Show raised 
more than $7,000, with the bulk of 
the money going to the Hope 
House flooring project. The sale of 
50/50 tickets benefited Women's 
Place of South Niagara while  
remaining funds helped Open Arms 
Mission with its holiday needs 
Twomey said.

A ratty old Hope House carpet is a 
thing of the past. For years the floors 
of the Division St. shelter were lined 
with a thick, grey carpet that was 
hard to clean and maintain.

Thanks to a $6,400 donation from 
the Fonthill & District Kinsmen, the 
heavily stained carpet in many of the 
Hope House's offices, apartments 
and rooms have been replaced with 
beige or green vinyl tiling. For hostel 
manager Domenic Chininea the new 
flooring is a welcome change.

"It's now easier to clean and more 
hygienic for guests here," Chininea 
said.

Every year funds are raised through 
such events as the Kinsmen Craft 
Show this past October to help area 
organizations in need. Kevin Twomey, 
public relations for the Kinsmen, said a 
board member at Hope House who was 
also a Kin had approached the club 
about the need for new flooring.

"It was Priority 1," Twomey said. "For 
a lot of people in Welland they are 
living in the state of crisis. When they 
have no place to turn to, it's facilities 
like Hope House they go to. It's a 
safety blanket for them and if we can 
play a small part in making their stay 
comfortable then it's worth it."
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Coming Events

Kinsmen Club of Cayuga
“Sunday Brunch”
Sunday, April 1st, 2012  9:00 AM
Cayuga Kinsmen Community Centre
15 Thorburn St. Cayuga, On N0A 1E0

Cystic Fibrosis Information Night
Tuesday, April 24, 2012
Grimsby Legion
233 Elizabeth St. Grimsby, On 

Kinette Club of Fort Erie
“Women's Day Brunch”
Sunday, May 6, 2012
Bridgewater Golf & Country Club
700 Gilmore Rd. Fort Erie, On

District Convention 2012
“Mobster Mayhem”
Friday May 18th - Monday, May 21st.
Best Western Plus Brant Park Inn
19 Holiday Dr. Brantford, On

Fort Erie Kinette Wendy Gibson 
never dreamed a chance meeting in a 
retail store 10 years ago would end up 
bringing so much joy to cancer   
patients in Niagara.

Wendy was working at a store in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake when a woman 
who had lost her hair due to radiation 
treatments came in to purchase a hat.

“I felt badly that this woman had to 
take her wig off while she was    
shopping for a hat,” says Wendy, 
founder of the Hats of Hope program. 
“Since I had been a Kinette for   
several years, I made it my mission to 
raise money and donate hats to the 
hospital. The women can get their 
hats long before their hair falls out.”

Gibson and members of the Hats of 
Hope program were recently       
presented with a plaque by Dr. Janice 
Giesbrecht, Medical Director of the 
NHS Oncology Program, for      
supporting cancer patients across the 
region for more than 10 years.

“The response has been wonderful, and 
the women are extremely grateful”.
Since the program was established, the 
Hats of Hope program has raised 
funds, purchased and distributed more 
than 7,000 designer hats to cancer 
patients throughout the Niagara region 
at no cost to the patients. The funds are 
raised through golf tournaments and 
other charitable events.

The designer hats are handcrafted by 
Tori Kosinec, owner of Mad Cap Hats, 
a woman who knows what women 
living with cancer go through because 
she and her mother are cancer       
survivors.

“Having been a patient myself, I’ve 
seen firsthand how a person’s mood 
changes when they see the Hats of 
Hope cart come down the hall,” says 
Tori. “Some of the other patients even 
get involved in helping the patient pick 
out the right hat for them. It’s been a 
pleasure to be involved with this pro-
gram.”

- Oncology News.


