
Casual Committee FAQ 

 

What is a Casual Committee? 

A Casual Committee is a group of volunteers within a community who band together to put on a single 

community event. These committees operate on their own and are usually not incorporated. They are 

not affiliated with a Service Club and often their events are not covered for Insurance by their 

municipality. They are responsible for the insurance costs of their event and are personally exposed for 

liability if they are indeed not incorporated. 

What can Kin do for them? 

Kin Canada can protect the committee executive and its volunteers because each Club in the association 

is incorporated. As a result, the committee and its executive are covered with “Directors and Officers” 

insurance coverage that otherwise is not available for non-incorporated groups. Our Insurance coverage 

under Kin Canada is better than most policies issued for one day events and the cost of insurance 

(without alcohol) for one day is nearly the same as the annual dues Clubs pay for a roster of 12 

members. If the event included alcohol, you can add another 4 members to the roster at the same cost. 

Of course the difference now is the ability to have one event vs. the ability to have as many events as 

the club wants. What’s in it for the Casual Committee is better Risk Management,  and cheaper 

Insurance costs. 

They have Insurance, so what are their liability issues? 

Casual Committees purchase insurance for their events, but are still personally liable because they are 

not an incorporated entity. Their insurance contract has many stipulations and guidelines. If that 

committee was ever to be deemed negligent for whatever reason and the insurance company denies 

covering the incident, the committee members are now personally liable for any claims (yes, that means 

they could lose their house, possessions, etc). Additionally, if that committee had an “event sponsor” 

that sponsor could also be named in a lawsuit. That is why being incorporated and having Directors and 

Officers coverage to protect the club executive is so important with the amount of insurance claims 

made. 

“Under the Negligence Act, damages can be recovered from any defendant, even if they are found to be 

only 1% at fault.” 

Will Kin Canada insure the Casual Committees events? 

There are no guarantees that Kin Canada will insure the event for the Casual Committee. It’s best to 

contact Melanie Nieson at Kin Canada National Headquarters and provide her the event details to 

receive confirmation if the event will be covered by Kin Canada’s insurance. An additional rider may 

apply in some higher risk events while others may not be insurable at all if the event is too high risk. 



What are the other benefits to the Committee? 

 Able to apply for a Lottery Licence 

 Ability to apply for Provincial Grants 

 Having access to a larger support network of volunteers 

 Risk Management Network 

 Database of project and event ideas 

 National Branding and Marketing Opportunities 

 Ability to own Trademarks as a group 

 Leadership and event management training 

Does this really work? 

Yes! In fact, there are already success stories in Kin Canada of how Casual Committees can become 

their own Kin Club or join/partner with an existing Club. The Kin Club of Woolwich is an example of 

one that chartered as a Kin Club as a result of being a Casual Committee organizing a large weekend 

event. The Club now has several projects that they are involved in, including ones involving a lottery 

license, alcohol and event serving food. They’ve even won a few Kin awards and gained significant 

community exposure for the work that they do. 

The Kinsmen Club of Oakville partnered with a Casual Committee and is now able to do some larger 

projects. They report a lot of happy members with the partnership! 

How do we get these new members engaged with Kin? 

Club Socials, Kin Kamp, Interclubs  – show them the fun side. 

As a New Kin Canada Charter what is required of them? 

Download the Charter Kit from the Kin Canada website and get in touch with the National Charter & 

Expansion Committee. There is a library of resources to help make the charter process a simpler, 

more successful undertaking.  Keep in mind, all charters need a Sponsor Club. 


