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GREETINGS DISTRICT ONE KIN …. 
 
Here we are already sending out our second edition of Kinship One for the Back 
to the Future Part Deux year .. time is certainly flying!! 
 
We would like to extend our most sincere thanks to each and every member of the 
District that attended Fall Leadership Conference in Windsor early November.  
What a terrific weekend we had!  Positivity, a thirst for knowledge, and an 
obvious desire for fun and fellowship, were just a few of the observations from the 
weekend.  We hope that you were as pleased 
with the calibre and topics of workshops and 
presentations offered as we were; the 
satisfaction of knowing that what you 
worked hard to put forward was gratefully 
received is a very good feeling.  As well, the 
Windsor Kin Family is to be congratulated 
for an excellent conference once again! 
 
As we move in the “winter” of our Kin year, 
many clubs are busy with festive projects 
including Breakfast with Santa, oodles of 
Parades, and many Craft and Vendor shows.  
We wish you huge success with all of your 
endeavours. 
 
Please ensure that you all take the time to enjoy the festive season.  Hold your 
friends tight, and your family tighter; tis the season to share your love and 
support for one another. 
 
As we head toward 2017 and enjoy even more occasions to Grow, Learn, Make 
Friends and Have Fun, please remember this:   

 
Don’t think of the opportunities that you have missed in the last 
year. The New Year is an unwritten book, so choose your actions 
and words wisely and fill it up with pages that are worth reading 

by the end of the year. 

 
Peace & joy be with you all …  

 
Merry Christmas & All the Best in 2017!!  

Governors Bill Harris & Monika McKean  

Governors Bill & Monika and creator Dave 
Sopha at the Portraits of Honour open house 
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Happy Holidays Fellow Kin! 
 
As the holiday season approaches and another year winds down, it give us all an opportunity to look back at 
2016 and reflect on what we’ve accomplished and think about what our resolutions are for the new year. 
 
Personally, as I reflect on the past year I think about things I’ve accomplished at work and in my personal life, 
time spent with family and friends, vacations, etc.  In my Kin life I think about the amazing club I belong to 
where newer and seasoned members worked together with fun and respect for each other,  the great members I 
got to meet in my Kin travels and the friendships I’ve made.   
 
As I look forward I think about what my resolutions are for the upcoming year.  They include: 

 Be a mentor – not only for the younger members in my club but for anyone looking to step outside their 
club and be active at the zone and district levels – it’s purely selfish – because I get just as much, if not 
more, out of it as they do.   

 Continue to promote the awards program to my club members – I truly believe that awards help 
develop us all as leaders and make us successful members and clubs.   

 Learn something new – I’ve been in Kin many years but I still learn something new at every convention, 
or in every conversation I have with another member. 

 Have fun – there is no better place than Kin to have fun while developing personally and doing 
something great for the community. 

 
Take some time this holiday season to enjoy your family and friends.  I encourage you to take a few moments – 
and look back on your successes in 2016.  Then think about what you want to accomplish in the new year, and 
put a plan in place to get going on your goals.   
 
From my family to yours, I wish you nothing but joy and happiness over the holidays and throughout the next 
year!   
 

Yours in Kin, 
 

Wendy Rolfe 
District Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fellow Kin  

From my home to yours wishing you a fabulous holiday season!  May you enjoy the holidays with family and 

friends and engulf yourself in the love of the season.  

Best wishes for a prosperous 2017.  

Communications Terri Iredale  
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Vice Governor Kinship One report 

Well Halloween and Remembrance Day are behind us and with Christmas on the horizon many clubs are just 

beginning to hit their stride as they plan for, what is often their busiest time of the year. When we look at the 

varying schedules of clubs and zones across the district November and December is virtually exploding with 

events. Add that to the own hustle and bustle that the Christmas season brings to us in our own personal life 

and before we know it we find ourselves in January usually with ourselves and often our bank accounts feeling 

a little over taxed.  

Yet for many this busy holiday season is the highlight of their Kin year. One can’t help but feel rejuvenated as 

we watch the Christmas hampers being delivered or help serve dinner at the senior’s community dinner. There 

is nothing quite like taking part in your local Santa Claus Parade and as you pass by, watching the little ones 

lining the streets, eagerly awaiting Santa’s arrival.  

I’ve often said I wish we could bottle the sense of fulfillment we Kin get during our hectic holiday projects. I 

know during the quiet subdued winter months some of that bottled excitement of the holiday season would lift 

many spirits. So this holiday season as you venture out to do all that you do in your varying projects, take some 

time to enjoy what comes along with that. The smiles, the childlike enthusiasm and the warm feeling it leaves 

you with. Enjoy the time spent with your fellow Kin as you complete each and every task, and above all I hope 

your holiday season is filled with joy and happiness for you and your family. Oh and here’s hoping Santa finds 

his way to your house as well. After all we know you’ve been good this year. 

From my home to yours, Merry Christmas. 

Yours in Kin 

Vice Governor Debbie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season’s Greetings! 

As the holiday season is fast approaching, take some time for yourself and your family, reflect on your year, be 

thankful for everything that you have and be proud for all that you have given.  Wishing you and your family 

health and happiness!  Happy Holidays! 

Barb McArthur 
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Fall Installations in Zone C 

Meaford Kinettes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Valley Kinettes 

 

 

 

 

 

Flesherton & District Kinettes 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     Shelburne Kinette New Member Installation 
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Service Club Concerns: Queens Park, Oct. 31, 2016 

A question and answer type forum was held on Oct. 31 at Queens Park.  Legislation will be presented to the 

government to change many of the rules that affect the operation of Service Clubs in Ontario.  Present were 

members of Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis and Kinsmen.   

Here is a synopsis of the concerns and potential changes. 

- The government wants to recognize service clubs and their members for the huge contribution they make to 

their communities therefore membership dues should be tax deductible. 

- On major events the Province could match funds raised in the form of a grant. 

- Recognizing the importance of growth and promoting younger members the government is interested in 

helping all clubs promote junior clubs at colleges and universities.  Note: Kin already does this with Campus 

Clubs. 

- Streamline the amount of paper work for reporting and obtaining permits. 

- Not for Profit Corporations Act -  6 years on the books but not yet implemented. Needs to be implemented.  

- Clubs to report dollars / service amounts on a per member basis 

- Allow clubs to obtain Liquor Licenses to avoid the burden and cost of SOP’s, ie: 75.00 per event plus 16% 

liquor levy.  With a catering endorsement we could serve at many functions and raise funds.  It was noted that 

service clubs generally are better at these functions than the general public. 

- Allow clubs to hold more than 1 lottery license at any given time.  ie: Nevada tickets, no other lottery type 

projects allowed .  

- Allow clubs to sell lottery tickets out of province.  Registered charities have this ability. 

- Change the rules affecting “not for profit” vs. registered charities for receipts etc. We cannot sell tickets on line, 

registered charities can. 

- Allowing such events as Texas Hold’em.  Euchre tournaments and several others are illegal under the 

Criminal Code of Canada.  Texas Hold’em is legal in Canada but not Ontario.  In spite of criminal code you can 

get a license from the province for a euchre tourney. 

- In conjunction with municipalities remove property tax on land and buildings owned by service groups.  

Many service groups have been forced to transfer buildings, parks etc. to the municipality.  They lose control, 

their investment and often have to rent the facility back.   

This committee consists of members from all 3 parties.  They all agreed there is a recognized need for change.  

Their plan is to look at these concerns as presented by the service clubs and propose legislation to the 

government.  No guarantee but it’s a start. 

Respectfully submitted 

Bill Roskar  President, Stayner Kinsmen. 



 

 

7 

 

  



 

 

8 

Our remembrance ceremony at northland mall we have wreath for our fallen kin and Hall . 

It was my honor to introduce our service organization to this special crowd 

Deputy Governor Dave Crowley 

 

 
 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Kinsmen donate to Public Library Renovation 
 
 
 
The Kinsmen Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake (NOTL) donated $5,000 to the 
Library Renovation Fund. Picture - Treasurer Brian Litke, Librarian 
Cathy Simpson, President Ken Slingerland, Director Rick Pozzebon.  
The local (NOTL) Kinsmen have been huge supporters in the Town of 
NOTL in recent years with donations of $30,000 to the arena funds, 
$10,000 to the Community Centre and $5,000 to the Public Library Fund. 
Last year the NOTL Kinsmen Club hosted the NOTL Girl Sparks, Guides 
and Pathfinders in the Kinsmen Scout Hall. In 2016, the NOTL Kinsmen 
also won the service organization of the year in NOTL for service 
projects which included being the official bartenders for the Town of 
NOTL - Priceless! 
 
President Ken Slingerland, 
Kinsmen Club of NOTL 
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The Veteran's Day lunch hosted by The Wasaga Beach Kinettes 
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A Word from the Awards Podium…. 

A huge Congratulations to our recent Award Winners announced at FLC.  It was my honour to announce the 

following: 

National Award Winners   2015-2016 Kin Year 

The Bill Skelly Award recognizes outstanding Kinsmen, Kinette and Kin clubs across Canada for their efforts 

in raising funds and public awareness in the fight against Cystic Fibrosis. The winner is the Kinsmen Club of 

Tilbury 

 

The National Hal & Elspeth Rogers Service Award recognizes a club that has contributed the most to the 

fundamental objective of the Association - service work.  The  winner is the Kinsmen Club of Greater London 

for their Fanshaw Sugar Bush project. 

 

The Boake Efficiency Award was presented to the Chesley Kinette Club.  The Boake and Outstanding Boake 

Efficiency Awards were presented to the Ancaster Kin Club, London Kinette Club, Dresden Kinsmen Club 

and St. Marys Kinette Club. 

 

The Outstanding Club Award was presented to the Ancaster Kin Club and the London Kinette Club. 

 

The Ken Pierce Membership Growth Award for Clubs with 14 or fewer members was presented to Ridgeway 

Crystal Beach Kin Club, Stevensville Kinsmen Club, and Goderich Kinette Club.  Each of these clubs 

welcomed at least 3 new members. 

 

For Clubs with 15 or more members, 

Kitchener-Waterloo Kinette Club,  Aylmer Kinsmen Club, Tillsonburg Kinsmen Club, Chesley Kinsmen 
Club, Teeswater & District Kinsmen Club, Walkerton Kinette Club, Walkerton Kinsmen Club, Clinton & 
District Kinsmen Club, Hensall & District Kinette Club, Stratford Kinsmen Club 

The National Outstanding Zone Award challenges Deputy Governors to achieve outstanding administration 
in his/her zone.    The winners are: 

Zone A Deputy Governor Elaine Couch 
Zone F Deputy Governor Terry Baldwin 
Zone F Deputy Governor Matt Sharpe  
Zone J Deputy Governor Elaine Johnston 

District Awards  2015-2016 Kin Year 

District Photography Award was awarded to Melissa Penner for her photo capturing “the part of Kin that not 
too many get to see; Organ donation and how it helps.” 

The 65 Roses Award is presented to the Club in the District that raises the most money per club member for our 
fight against Cystic Fibrosis.  The winner is the Kinsmen Club of Harriston. 
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The John Hughes Peckitt Memorial Award is presented to the Club with the best net increase in membership.  
The winner is Hensall and District Kinette Club 

The winner of the Kinette Rookie of the Year is Jannet Vermeer from the Kinette Club of Grimsby 

The winner of the Kinette of the Year is from the Kinette Club of Grimsby, Danni Gresko 

The winner of the Kinsmen of the Year is from the Kinsmen Club of Grimsby, Matthew Spencer 

Also Congratulations to Denny Pyatt from the Grimsby Kinsmen Club for receiving his Lifetime Achievement 
Award 

Kudos again to all of our winners! 

A final word(s)… 

As you read this current edition of Kinship 1, the Christmas season will be approaching.  Many Clubs host 

bazaars, Christmas parades, and visits with Santa.  What a great opportunity to parlay your projects into a 

submission for an Award!  Check out the guidelines for the Myrtle Wilson/G & M Sinclair Service Award or 

the District One Photography  Award and I’ll see you at the podium! 

From my family to yours, a safe and healthy Christmas to all. 

District 1 Awards Chair Lisa W. Burechails 
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Zone A Kinsmen/Kin 

It’s a busy time of year for Zone A Kinsmen and Kin Clubs.  It is starting to be a festive time of year and clubs 

are busy with Santa Claus Parades, Christmas Hampers and socials to celebrate the season. 

Now I don’t want to go all risk management on everyone, but we all tend to imbibe a little at Christmas parties 

and no one wants to get pulled over with alcohol on their breath.  It might be your Christmas present to the rest 

of your club to be a designated driver for your club members during the holidays.  Ensuring that the entire club 

is still a full contingent in the New Year might be the best gift you can give.  And if you happen to help other 

people with being a designated driver, imagine the one on one time you would have to extoll the virtues of 

becoming a member of Kin. 

No matter where you are or what you are doing this holiday season, stay safe and enjoy your time with family 

and friends. 

Yours in Kin, 

Marty Makins 

Zone A Deputy Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all our Kin friends and family 

a glorious and safe Merry Christmas. 

A great group, we thank you for all your love and support. 

The Crowleys 
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Hello District 1! 
 
Wow time is sure flying by. I guess that’s what happens when you are busy visiting clubs and doing 
installations. We have had a fantastic time so far in Zone B. Installations are complete and now we are starting 
on the social aspect of our duty. The clubs in our zone have jumped right in and had some fabulous events 
already. 
 
Huge shout out to the Lucknow Kinsmen for their donation of $31000.00 to Cystic Fibrosis. They donated 
28000.00 to district one totals and they also donated $3000.00 to a local girl suffering from cystic fibrosis. WHAT 
A FANTASTIC JOB! 
 
We would also like to give a CONGRATULATIONS shout out to The Harriston Kinsmen on winning the 
District 1 65 Roses Award. Way to go gentleman. 
 
It is sooo great to go to FLC and Spring convention and hear award winners being announced from your zone. I 
am so proud to be one of the Zone B deputy Govenors. 
 
As Christmas time is fast approaching both Jenn and I would like to wish each club and every member in our 
zone a very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. No matter how or what you celebrate at this time of year 
whether it is Christmas, Hanukkah, Winter solstice, Bodhi day or Id al-Adha, we hope you celebrate 
surrounded by your family and friends. Please stay safe and if you drink, please do so responsibly. 
We can’t wait to see what the New Year brings and look forward to seeing each and everyone of you. 
 
 

Yours in Kin 
Zone B Deputy Governors 

Jenn Searson & Lori Schnarr 
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The Kinette Club of Collingwood hosted 55 women at their annual craft auction this year, and 

were thrilled to have special guest Alison Fitzgerald, Executive Director of My Friends House as our guest 
speaker for the evening. 
 
Allison shared the history of My Friends House, and many statistics about the need for this facility in our area. 
 
The Collingwood Kinettes were pleased to be able to help, by donating supplies for the women who are in need 
of the shelter. 
 
Shown in the photo from left to right are: 
Co-Membership Director Kim Dadswell 
Secretary Cathie Brillinger 
Treasurer Barb McArthur 
Kinette Autumn Levenick 
Allison Fitzgerald, My Friends House 
President Monika McKean 
Co-Membership Director Carole Kneeshaw 
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The Wasaga Beach Kinettes donated "Buddy Bench" to the local elementary schools - the 

Buddy Bench is a communal bench that a kid can alight to when feeling lonely, hopefully inspiring another 

lonely soul to join them.    
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National Director Application and Election Process 

 Any member in good standing will be eligible to apply for vacancies on the National Board 
beginning with the term starting August 2017 

 All terms are for 3 years 
 The Board will advertise for the required number of positions following the process outlined in 

the election policy and procedures and based on the core competencies required to fulfill the 
board's need 

 There will be 4 National Directors replaced in 2017 (currently those from D 2,4,6 and 8) and in 
2018  4 National Directors (currently those from D 1,3,5,and 7) In 2019 there would be no 
Director term of office being completed. 

 The new Directors will be chosen from the qualified applicants and it is possible that district 
representation may not be equal across the Association. 

 If there are more qualified applicants than positions available, the slate will be presented to the 
membership for election at the National Convention 

 If there are less than the required qualified applicants for the vacancies, the remaining 
vacancies will be filled as outlined in the elections policy and procedure 

 The time line,  application process, and the terms for campaigning will be posted and available 
on the National website. 

Brenda Dineen 

National Director 
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Save the Dates: 

Our 5th Annual National Day of KINdness is 
Saturday, February 25th, 2017! 

 

 

District 1 Spring Convention 
May 5, 6, 7 th 2017  
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