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Darlene Weir Winner of our Costume Contest!! 

Next Meeting 
ANNUAL CRAFT 

AUCTION 
Date: November 15, 

2012 
Where:  Orange Hall 
Time: Set Up 5-5:30 

Social 6:30pm 
Admission: $15.00 
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Don’t forget to cancel your 
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I can’t believe that it is November already and we are into another very busy month! 
 
The Grove City shopping trip was enjoyed by everyone attending again this year with the Beaver Valley Kinettes.  A huge 
“Thank You” to Jennifer for organizing and being our tour guide for the weekend.  Note to self, I must remember to take the 
Monday off after these shopping trips, as it seems to be taking me much longer to recover!  
 
The Kinette Club hosted a very successful “One Stop Christmas Shop” and kudos to everyone in the club for their 
participation with this event.  As the President of our club, it was wonderful to see everyone in their Kin attire, everyone 
volunteering and socializing with the shoppers.  The bake table was overflowing with the donations of goodies and our 
creativity!  Thank you to Monika for organizing this fundraiser and taking it to another level. 
 
Fall Leadership Conference is fast approaching, and our club has 6 ladies excited about the weekend.  Monika, Katie, April, 
Kim, Debbie and myself are heading to the Holiday Inn in Kitchener to learn, grow, make friends and have fun!  We have our 
costumes ready for Friday night in theme with the convention “Take Your Best Shot”, and then we switch into our gypsy 
costumes on Saturday.  Please keep your fingers crossed for us to win the bid to host My Big Fat Gypsy FLC in Collingwood 
next November. 
 
Are you being crafty?  Have you invited any guests?  Remember that the November General Meeting is our annual craft 
auction.  Please RSVP to Janet the number of guests that you have attending by Sunday, November 11th.  It will be another 
fun event with all of our creative ideas, delicious food, lots of raffle prizes, 50/50 draw, guests, socializing, promoting Kin 
and having some fun.  See you there, and be ready to bid! 
 
Then, before we know it, we will be catering breakfast once again this year for the Goodall Breakfast with Santa.  Thank you 
for everyone that has offered to assist on Sunday, December 2nd. 
 
I think that is all for now, and I will see you on November 15th ………. 
 
Yours in Kin, 
Barb 
 

November Dinner Menu 
 

Roast Beef on a Bun, Caesar Salad, Pasta Salad, Cheese and Crackers,  
Nachos and Dip, Shrimp, Pickles, Crab Pinwheels, Veggies and  

Dip, Fruit, Dessert Squares, 
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From the desk of your bulletin editor… 
 
Halloween, Executive Meeting, One Stop Shop, Lori’s Epicure Party, FLC, 
Craft Auction, Executive, Lori’s Christmas party, Breakfast with Santa, 
General Christmas Party/Ornament Exchange, Christmas, New Years, 
What an exciting next month or so!!!! We are a very busy bunch of 
ladies who are always up to something. I’m sure somehow this keeps us 
all out of trouble or gets us into more trouble. But either way it’s FUN!!! 
 
  I think that perhaps it’s time we “tooted our horn” a little more than 
we do already perhaps publicly advertise that new members are 
welcome and see if we can entice some new members to join us, I’d 
love to see some energetic and committed Gen X and Gen Y as well 
Boomers and Zoomers even.  I think that pretty much covers every 
generation we currently have in our small but diverse group.  
I’m not sure it would work but it can’t hurt to try can it? 
 
On another note; Again this year I will have jars of caramel corn 
available for trade for other seasonal yummy stuff and if you want an 
entire batch 2 ½ -3 large Ziploc bags or about 8 jars full I could make 
one for you for $15.00 to cover costs 

Nov. 1st – Executive Meeting @ Monika’s – bring your goodies for 
One Stop Christmas Shop 
Nov. 2nd – One Stop Christmas Shop - @ United Church 6 – 10 pm 
Nov. 5th – Lori’s Epicure Party @ 7 pm 
Nov. 8th – Books on Wheels - April 
Nov. 9th to 11th – Fall Leadership Conference, Holiday Inn, 
Kitchener – “Take Your Best Shot” 
Nov. 15th – General Meeting – Craft Night – be crafty and bring 
guests 
Nov. 19th – Wine Tasting @ Wine Works 7 – 8:30 pm 
Nov. 24th – Collingwood’s Santa Claus Parade 
Dec. 2nd – Goodall’s Breakfast with Santa – brunch served at 
11:15 am 
Dec. 6th – Executive Meeting @ Janet’s – please make sure you 
bring or deliver to Janet prior meeting a board game for our 
donation at Christmas. 
Dec. 8th – Lori’s Family & Friends Christmas Party 
Dec. 13th – Books on Wheels – Janet (deliver treats/gift with the 
books) 
Dec. 20th – General Meeting – Christmas celebration night – dress 
pretty; Christmas ornament exchange; remember your Secret 
Sister. 

 

 

November 
8 Janet & Tim Knorr 

20 Bree Weir 
28 April MacLean 

  

December  

4 Bill Gill 

4 Jimi Hodgkinson 

21 Andrew Whitehead 

23 Alice Bishop 

29 Holly Gill 

31 Monika McKean 
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The 3rd Executive Meeting of the Kinette Club of Collingwood was held at Monika’s on Thursday, November 1st, 
2012, and was called to order at 7:24 p.m. by President Barb.  
 
Those in attendance were:   Barb, Katie, Monika, Kim, Janet, April, Debbie and Kin dog Roxie. 
 
Corresponding Secretary — April MacLean 

 Invite for Jimmy G's Hypnotic Comedy Show 

 RBC Bank Statements – to Treasurer Debbie 

 RBC - get a $100.00 worth of advertising on Google for $25.00 

 Hospice Georgian Triangle-thank you letter/receipt for our donation to the "Gloey Golf" in memory of Gloria 
Emo.  They raised close to  $23,000.00 – to Treasurer Debbie, Bulletin Editor Kim & Public Relations Barb  
 

 Drayton 2013 Theatre Season guide – to Bulletin Editor Kim 

 Kin Canada Bursaries-raised $78,600.00 for Hal Rogers Endowment Fund, they will award 48 bursaries in May 
2013-in this package there is a  program guide, guidelines and pointers, evaluation form, media release, 
public service announcement, 2 sample letters, promotional flyer-to Barb 
 

 Kin Canada "Kinnections”-to Kim 
 
Business Arising from Correspondence: 
NA 
Treasurers Report — Debbie Hodgkinson 
General Account—  $2899.67  (of which Convention Account is $504.13) 
Service Account—  $6283.22 
Motion Debbie, Second April, that the Treasurers Report be accepted as read.  CARRIED 
 
Bills for Payment: 

 National Dues – General $840.22 payable to Kin Canada; Service $1,063.49 payable to Kin Canada; Special 
Risk Occupational Accident Plan – Service $21.34 payable to Kin Canada 

 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 One Stop Christmas Shop  - Monika - November 2nd @ United Church 6 – 10 pm – Kinette table to include 

baking; Cookbooks; Epicure Fundraisers; Jewellery; PR Books; Kin & Collingwood Kinette brochures; Cystic 
Fibrosis information; One Dime at a Time Jar; Fire Stickers; Kinette Banners & Tablecloths.  Set up at 4 pm.   
Posters handed out. Everyday Style had to cancel due to family emergency-we can use that table for Kinette 
pieces. 

 FLC Bid – Monika – My Big Fat Gypsy FLC  (Nov. 9th – 11th)  

Volume 47, Issue #9 

Secretary April MacLean 
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 Craft Auction - Be crafty and invite guests.  Remember to RSVP to Janet by Nov 11th.  No General Meeting.  
Raffle gifts being accepted.   

 Goodall Breakfast with Santa – Sunday, December 2nd - Tim has agreed to assist with purchasing some food, 
we have a list to get as well.  Goodall has agreed to pay $8/person for breakfast.  April will chair event and 
Kim, Barb, April, Janet and Darlene will help out for the day 

 
Old Business: 

 Let’s Play Euchre – Tuesday, October 23rd - Barb, Debbie, Kim, Monika & Katie attended the zone event.  We 
had a lot of fun, and an opportunity to learn more about Kin.  Looking forward to another evening of Euchre! 

 Wine Tasting Social - Monday, November 19th, 7 pm – 8:30 pm @ Wine Works, cost $10 per person – Kim, 
Katie, Monika & Barb attending. 

 December Executive @ Janet’s – bring board game for donation @ Christmas. 
 
New Business: 

 Janet to bring Raffle for December’s General Meeting 
 
Registrars Report —    Janet Currie     TOTAL IN ATTENDANCE:     7 and a drooling, snoring Kin Weiner 
 
Announcements for the Good of Kin:  
Nov. 2nd – One Stop Christmas Shop - @ United Church 6 – 10 pm 
Nov. 5th – Lori’s Epicure Party @ 7 pm 
Nov. 8th – Books on Wheels - April 
Nov. 8th-Janet and Tim’s 9th wedding anniversry 
Nov. 9th to 11th – Fall Leadership Conference, Holiday Inn, Kitchener – “Take Your Best Shot” 
Nov. 15th – General Meeting – Craft Night – be crafty and bring guests 
Nov. 19th – Wine Tasting @ Wine Works 7 – 8:30 pm 
Nov. 20th-Katie traveling to Shelburne Kinette Club if anyone would like to go 
Nov. 24th – Collingwood’s Santa Claus Parade 
Dec. 2nd – Goodall’s Breakfast with Santa – brunch served at 11:15 am 
Dec. 6th – Executive Meeting @ Janet’s – please make sure you bring or deliver to Janet prior to meeting a 
board game for our donation at Christmas.–Social at 6:30pm and will be a pot luck event  
Dec. 8th – Lori’s Family & Friends Christmas Party 
Dec. 13th – Books on Wheels – Janet (deliver treats with the books) 
Dec. 20th – General Meeting – Christmas celebration night – dress pretty; Christmas ornament exchange; 
remember your Secret Sister.  Janet to bring Raffle. 
Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve 
Dec. 25th – Christmas Day 
Dec. 26th – Boxing Day 
Dec. 31st – New Year’s Eve 
Jan. 1st – New Year’s Day 
Jan. 3rd – Executive Meeting 
 
Are there any concerns / questions / clarifications for the good of this Kinette Club that need to be addressed 
at this time? 
 
Motion Katie, second Monika President Barb adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 
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President Barb welcomed everyone to the 2nd General Meeting held at the Orange Hall on Thursday, October 18th, 

2012. 

 

O’Canada, the Kinette Song and Kinette Grace were done as a group. 

Address to the Chair:  President Barb, Welcome Guests & Fellow Kinettes.  Soon it will be Trick or Treat time, are you 

ready for the ghosts and goblins? 

Sergeant-at-arms:   Lori Higdon 

Fines Mistress:  Janet Currie 

Introduction of Guests: “Bat Girl” Payton, April’s daughter 

 

Dinner break 

TOAST TO THE QUEEN 

 

The 2nd General Meeting of the Kinette Club of Collingwood was called to order at 7:40pm 
ICEBREAKER:   Pick one Smartie from the dish, each person is asked the question corresponding to the colour: 
Red – what is your favourite Halloween movie? 
 
Purple – what was your favourite Halloween costume as a kid? 
 
Orange – what is your favourite Halloween candy? 
 
Pink – what is your favourite memory of Halloween? 
 
Green – what is your favourite Halloween costume as an adult? 
 
Yellow – what Halloween prank did you do? 
 
Brown – where was your favourite place to go Trick or Treating? 
 
 
Recording Secretary’s Report:  April MacLean 

   

Motion April, Second Brenda that the minutes of the October Executive Meeting and the September General 

Meeting are approved as printed in the bulletin.  CARRIED  

 

Corresponding Secretary’s Report:  April MacLean 

Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration-Nominations for the Outstanding Achievement Awards for Voluntarism in 

Ontario – to VP Katie. 

 

Alzheimer Society-requesting a monetary donation, volunteers, inviting a speaker to a meeting or participating in 

the walk/skate for memories in January. 

  

2012 Santa Claus Parade "Colours of Christmas"-Sat Nov 24th at 5:00pm, enter a float or a donation of $50-$250. 

  

Kin Canada-National Dues billing, Insurance reporting form Special Risk Occupational Accident Plan,   

District 1-Kinship One Publication, Kin-Do-Crew-messages/updates, audited financial statement, Fall Leadership 

Conference – President & Treasurer. 
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Business arising from the correspondence: 

 Motion by Monika Second by Kim to donate $50.00 to the 2012 Santa Claus Parade, Carried 

 Motion by Lori Second by Darlene to donate $50.00 to the Alzheimer’s Society, carried 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Debbie Hodgkinson 
General Account  —  $2478.27  (of which Convention Account is $498.13) 

Service Account —  $6425.69 

 

Motion Debbie Hodgkinson, Second  Katie McKean that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as stated.  CARRIED  

 

Bills for Payment: 

 Cookies for Books on Wheels – to Barb - $12.04 

Motion Janet, Second Kim that the bills be paid.  CARRIED 

 

Committee Reports:  

 Books on Wheels – Debbie & Barb delivered the books on Oct. 11th, along with the books, they delivered soft 

sugar cookies in Halloween bags to each person.  A few posed for a photo shot for the PR book.  This made a 

few people happy at a little cost.  Suggest that we continue this for Christmas, Valentine’s Day & Easter. 

 One Stop Christmas Shop – Monika – November 2nd @ United Church 6 – 10 pm – Kinette table to include 

baking; Cookbooks; Epicure Fundraisers; Jewellery; PR Books; Kin & Collingwood Kinette brochures; Cystic 

Fibrosis information; One Dime at a Time Jar; Fire Stickers; Kinette Banners & Tablecloths.  Set up at 4 pm.   

Posters handed out. 

 FLC Bid – Monika – My Big Fat Gypsy FLC – photo from tonight’s meeting to go along with the bid – Monika has 

be working on slide presentation for Saturday.  We have competition for the FLC bid.   

 Craft Auction – Invitations have been forwarded to 55 former and life Kinette members by email.  Meeting at 

Barb’s on Oct. 24th @ 7 pm.  Be crafty and invite guests.  Remember to RSVP to Janet.  No General Meeting. 

 Diva on a Dime – Katie/Kim/April – Saturday, April 27th , booked United Church  

 

Old Business: 

 Cystic Fibrosis Wine Draw – Katie – if you have wine to donate please provide to Katie prior to FLC.  Tickets are 

for sale and draw will be at FLC.  $5 each (first prize – 150 bottles; second prize – 75 bottles; third prize – 25 

bottles. CF pins $5.00 each 

 Let’s Play Euchre – 7 pm @ Cranberry Waterfront Suites on Tuesday, Oct. 23rd – Kim, Barb, Monika & Debbie 
attending.  

 Golf tournament- Monika to chair the event - unofficial date-Aug 25th, 2013 

 

New Business: 

 Financial Report - Monika presented report – Motion Monika, Second April, to accept the report as presented.  

Carried 

 Proposed Budget - Debbie/Monika presented budget –  

Motion Darlene, second Lori, that a 15% levy ($584.85) from the golf tournament net proceeds be moved to 

the general account-carried.   

Motion Monika, Second Debbie, to accept the budget as amended.  Carried 

Corrected report will appear in the next Bulletin. 

Note that further discussion required for next year re club paying costs of Spring Convention for President and 

Incoming President. 

 Past President Meeting – Monika presented changes to Club House Rules (see attached page) 

Motion Katie, Second Janet, to accept the proposed changes to the House Rules.  Carried  

 Goodall Breakfast Request – received a letter requesting that we prepare and serve the food for the breakfast 

again this year – Sunday, December 2nd – serve breakfast for 11:15 am.  It is an opportunity for us to make 

some general funds.  Motion Kim, Second Lori, to prepare and serve breakfast for Goodall.  Carried  

Require a chairperson and volunteers for that day.  Also, need to decide on cost per person. 

April will chair event and Kim, Barb, April, Janet and Darlene will help out for the day 
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 Wine Tasting Social – Katie – Monday, November 19th, 7 pm – 8:30 pm @ Wine Works, cost $10 per person – let 

Katie know so she can reserve our spots.  Kim, Katie, Monika & Barb attending 

 Lori’s Christmas Party – Lori – The Annual Higdon Family & Friends Christmas Party, Saturday, December 8th @ 7 

pm @ Royal Canadian Legion – potluck buffet @ 9 pm, cash bar, Point Zero Band.  RSVP to Lori. 

 Lori’s Epicure Party – Lori – Monday, November 5th @ 7 pm at her place.  RSVP to Lori. 

 

Mystery Lady:   Debbie  

Mystery Fine: Monika  Anyone who hasn`t decorated for Halloween  

Sergeant-at-Arms Report:  $5.40 

Raffle Report: (Barb)  $10.00     Winner:  Janet 

50/50:  Brenda  $6.00 to club $6.00 to Katie  

 

Registrar’s Report:  Janet Currie 

 

A.  Total membership (Active)    11 

B.  Total members present (Active)   10 

C.  Members on Leave    0 

Life Members in attendance    1 

Guests in attendance     1 

Percentage in attendance    91% ( B / ( A – C ) ) 

 

Darlene was the winner of the Halloween costume prize, she was a clown. 

Thanks to VP Katie for suggesting the theme for the meeting and to the club members for 100% participation. 

Motion Darlene, Second Lori – members of the club to donate a game at the December executive and we will 

decide where we would like to donate them for Christmas. 

 

Announcements for the Good of Kin: 

Oct. 19th – Early Registration deadline for FLC; Registration deadline to DG Lisa for “Let’s Play Euchre” 
Oct. 23rd – Let’s Play Euchre – 7 pm @ Cranberry Waterfront Suites – Kim, Barb, Monika & Debbie attending 
Oct. 24th – Craft Auction meeting at Barb’s @ 7 pm 
Oct. 26th – 28th – Beaver Valley Kinette Shopping Trip to Grove City 
Nov. 1st – Executive Meeting @ Monika’s – bring your goodies for One Stop Christmas Shop 
Nov. 2nd – One Stop Christmas Shop - @ United Church 6 – 10 pm 
Nov. 5th – Lori’s Epicure Party @ 7 pm 
Nov. 8th – Books on Wheels - April 
Nov. 9th to 11th – Fall Leadership Conference, Holiday Inn, Kitchener – “Take Your Best Shot” 
Nov. 15th – General Meeting – Craft Night – be crafty and bring guests 
Nov. 19th – Wine Tasting @ Wine Works 7 – 8:30 pm 
Nov. 24th – Collingwood’s Santa Claus Parade 
Dec. 2nd – Goodall’s Breakfast with Santa – brunch served at 11:15 am 
Dec. 6th – Executive Meeting @ Janet’s – please make sure you bring or deliver to Janet prior meeting a board 
game for our donation at Christmas. 
Dec. 8th – Lori’s Family & Friends Christmas Party 
Dec. 13th – Books on Wheels – Janet (deliver treats with the books) 
Dec. 20th – General Meeting – Christmas celebration night – dress pretty; Christmas ornament exchange; 
remember your Secret Sister. 
 
Are there any concerns / questions / clarifications for the good of this Kinette Club that need to be addressed at 

this time? 

Motion Lori, Second Katie, that the meeting adjourn at 9:40 pm.   
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COLLINGWOOD KINETTE HOUSE RULES QUIZ  
 

It became apparent that many of our members aren’t overly familiar with our own 
club house rules, so this little quiz will help you to learn some of the important parts 
and the rest will be up to you to read at your leisure. 
 
The Kinette with the most correct answers emailed to me before the General 
meeting will win a prize! 
 
Here we go! 
 

1. Do we support individuals who ask for funding? 
2. How many meetings / events must a prospective Kinette attend before 

application for membership will be entertained? 
3. For how long can a leave of absence be granted? 
4. Name five things you can attend to be granted a “make up” meeting? 
5. How can we move the date of a meeting? 
6. When are your dues payments due, should you decide to make multiple 

payments? 
7. How are our members to be identified at external club functions? 
8. When should the annual changeover meeting be held? 
9. Name five committees. 
10. What comprises the convention account? 
11. What gift is given to a second time Past President? 
12. How are convention funds dispersed? 
13. What is the club dress code? 
14. What acknowledgement do we give to new mothers? 
15. In what year were our house rules initiated? 

 
 
Good luck ladies, and happy reading!!! 
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One Stop Shop!! 

 
 

Well ladies .. WE ARE FULL!!!! 
  
We have 17 vendors for the One Stop and taking Joan Sharpe's advise at the Hall, that is full :)  I have 
sent out confirmation emails and contracts to all listed today!! 
  
Attached please find the flier for the One Stop.  I encourage you all to send it to all of your contacts and 
spread the word.  I will be sending this to get a few dozen colour copies so anyone requesting those, 
please let me know. 
  
  

Please also be aware that we have advertised on the following:   
  

The Peak FM coming events, the Enterprise Bulletin coming events, Facebook event, District One Website 
http://www.district1kin.ca/index.php/ZoneC/CollingwoodKinetteClub, and the Town of Collingwood coming 
events.  The Church will as well be advertising in their flier.  Unfortunately some vendors aren't on all of the 
advertising, but that was due to timing of the submissions to get the word out.  If you have any sources to forward 
the information to for further advertising, please do so.  I am going to price out a small add in the EB .. could be 
well worth our investment. 
  

As Barb mentioned in an earlier email, we will be having a table for the Kinettes that will not only include our 
cookbooks and jewellery but as well, we would like to have a contribution from each and every member toward 
the bake / novelty table.  Barb sent out a list of ideas, thank you to those that have responded!  This has proven to 
be a good money maker for us every year, so let's do it up right!  If you are unable to bring it down to the hall on 
Friday the 2nd of November from 5 to 6 (that's setup time), please ensure you drop it off at my home or wherever 
we're having Executive meeting, the night prior. 
  
With only a few money makers on our books, we need to focus on making them the best we can.  Together we can 
make this a smash hit!   
  

Thanks all ..  
  

Monika 

http://www.district1kin.ca/index.php/ZoneC/CollingwoodKinetteClub
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YOU ARE 

INVITED TO 

THE ANNUAL HIGDON 

FAMILY & FRIENDS 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2012 

AT 7 P.M. 

COLLINGWOOD ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION AUDITORIUM 

SIDE 

POT-LUCK BUFFET 

 SERVED ABOUT 9 P.M.  

CASH BAR 

 POINT ZERO BAND 

WILL BE ENTERTAINING! 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

PLEASE R.S.V.P 

LORI HIGDON 

705-445-8574  

lahiggie@sympatico.ca 
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AVON OPEN HOUSE  
ONE DAY ONLY  

Saturday November 24, 2012 
 

Cash & Carry 
 

Gifts from $5.00 
Stocking Stuffers from $1.00 

 
Free Draw for a Gift Basket 

 
Refreshments & Taste Testing from 

Epicure Selections 
(product available and orders taken) 

 
Everyone welcome, Bring a Friend, Great way to do some 

Christmas Shopping. 
 

For more info call Debbie Hodgkinson 705-444-2844 
48 Beech St 

Collingwood On 
L9Y 2S9 
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By April 
 

THERE IS NO RAIN IN SPAIN……..  
Well ladies, let me tell you…….whata trip sistas!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  As some of you may not know, this was my first trip out 
of Canada and what a first it was!  The planning started last November around my 40th birthday.  Vanessa, Cherie, Jennifer and 
I decided we were all going to take a trip for our 40th.  We talked about New York, Vegas, maybe going to Brussels and 
touring from there, but it was Vanessa’s dad that set the course.  He had purchased a time share in Calahonda, Spain and 
donated it to us if we wanted it.   Wanted it, freakin’ right we wanted it!  So the official planning began in February.  Our 
flights were booked, accommodations were made and a car was rented; now all we had to do was wait for Aug 31st.  It felt 
like forever away! 
 
Aug 31st, here we are….finally!!!!  We all met at Vanessa’s house in Stroud and the limo was there at 9:30am to take us to 

the airport.  As soon as we pulled away from the driveway and 
turned the corner, vacation mode kicked in, we were going to 
Spain  We arrived at the airport at 10:30am, thought we found 
our gate, but couldn’t figure out why there were so many Asians 
booking in.  Literally, there were at least 75 of them.  Seemed 
kind of odd to me that that many Asians would be flying to Spain, 
but whatever, how was I to know any different.  Some time had 
passed and we decided to ask an airport attendant, good thing 
we did, this line was going to Hong Kong!  So we were told how 
to get to the proper gate and away we went.  About 1km away, 
(ok, I’m exaggerating a little, it felt like a km away) we finally got 
to the correct departure gate.  Toronto airport is huge!  We 
checked our bags and went to the other side.  Our flig ht didn’t 

leave until 1:30 so we had some lunch.  I felt like a school girl going to her first dance.  I was all giddy and fidgety.  I kept 
checking my watch as well and finally the girls said enough…take your watch off!  My watch is like my head, it never comes 
off!  This was a big deal for me, but I was in vacation mode, what do I need a watch for?  I did it, took it off and threw it in 
my purse.  Well the girls paid for it, every 5 minutes I was asking the time.  That stopped very quickly because then they just 
ignored me after a while.  It worked because I soon stopped asking  Guess what, it’s been a month since my vacation and 
I am still not wearing my watch….it’s great!  Anyway, back to my story.  We headed to our gate around 1:00 and boarded 
the plane.  We were headed for New York for a transfer and then to Spain.  Take off was great and we had the funniest 
flight attendant.  His name was Tom and he was from California.  Tom should have stayed in California with his surf board, a 
joint and his Billa Bong shorts.  How on earth he passed the flight attendant course is beyond me.  So we get to our next 
gate and board it, there was no time for dilly dallying.  This was good though, gave me a focus other than the plane going 
down over the Atlantic Ocean…..ya, I’ve seen far too many plane movies!  We get on the plane and take off for Spain…hey 
that rhymes!  It was a little tight, but I was lucky enough to get an aisle seat, which suited me, just fine.  I met the couple 
beside me, Paul and Sylvia.   They were retired teachers who travel have been travelling to Spain each September for the 
last 5 years and spend about a month there each time.  Hey Marg, you should do that and then I can come for a visit and 
bring you your September bulletin…..just a thought.  They were a nice couple which was good because I was going to be 
spending the next 8 hours with them  We had dinner and breakfast during the flight.  I was in and out of sleep and just 
really anxious to get there.   
 
So it’s 6:20am and we are starting our descend.  I was thinking we were going to be early, but no, right on time, we landed 
at 7:31am.  We got off the plane, checked through customs and found our luggage.  We are now officially on Spain 
soil…….oh ya baby Ola’!  It was so quiet and dim, but I kept forgetting, it’s still morning-we had a 6 hour time 
difference….ahead.  We went to the car rental place and got our wheels.  Went to the parking garage to get the car and boy 
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oh boy, it was like finding a needle in a hay stack, but we did find it  We had a grey 4 door sedan, an Octiva.  It was the 
perfect size for us; it just fit our luggage and us.  Now, how the hell do we get from Malaga to Calahonda?  The signs were in 
Spanish, but luckily Vanessa got some directions from the woman who managed the condo we were staying at.  So, away 
we go! 
I think we were all over tired and anxious.  We laughed at things that weren’t even funny and we were very directionally 
challenged.  We ended up going the wrong way, so we toured 
through Malaga to get our bearings.  It appeared to be a pretty rough 
area so I quickly wanted to get back on the highway.  We did, but 
made another wrong turn…three times a charm isn’t that what they 
say?  Well it was for us, our third attempt got us going in the right 
direction.  We followed the coast all the way to our resort.  It was 
beautiful.  It was liked I pictured it at all.  Even though I looked at 
many pictures on the net, it just seemed different.  There were 
mountains everywhere, again, not what I expected.  However, it was 
beautiful and breathtaking and that’s all that mattered to me.  I was 
there without a care in the world. 
 
We found our check in point, again on our third attempt lol!  It didn’t open until 10:00 so we decided to go to the 
restaurant beside it.  It was a little British spot as most of the little places were in the area.  The British come here to 
vacation because it is so close and very inexpensive to travel there.  We finished our breakfast and went over to the office.  
We got our keys, some info on tourist spots and some other traveling hints.  All the main roads were highways and they are 
all one way and you enter and exit through slips and roundabouts and at that, there are no on or off ramps, you just giver’ 
when you get a chance.  Yup, we are in for some crazy driving!!!!!!!  Vanessa is now being renamed, Mario  We went over 
to our condo, but weren’t able to get in until 3:00 since they were doing room changeovers.  That was ok with us, we 
thought we would go for a swim in the pool, take a walk on the beaches of the Mediterranean Sea.  Ha, ha, ha, that didn’t 
get us too far; we stumble on a bar/restaurant about 50 feet away.  So guess what we did….when in Spain (or anywhere for 
that matter) we had a drink.  It was actually the best thing that could have happened for us.  We were there for about 5 
minutes and already met the owner of the bar, Salvatore.  He said help ourselves to his beach chairs, free of charge, order 
whatever we want, ask for anything we need…..mi casa a sous casa.  He then said when his manager came in; he would tell 
him the same thing.  Well we stayed there until about 5:00, went home to get changed, put our bags away and head back 
over for dinner.  I think at this point we were way passed tired; we were on our third wind I think.  We went back for a 
yummy dinner, met the manager Maurizo and he was more than accommodating.  He talked to us about the places we 
should visit, the places we shouldn’t what to expect, what not expect and then before dinner was over, he gave us his GPS 
to use with destinations entered into it, converted to English!  Wow, what service.  We went home that night and sat on our 
patio trying to decide what to do the next day.   
 

We slept in a little, got ourselves together and took a trip to the 
strip.  We found a flea market and a few shops that were open.  
We arrived there forgetting about siesta, yes; they really shut 
down most of the places for siesta.  Oh well we made the best of 
it.  We took in some sites, had some lunch and did some grocery 
shopping.  Things were pretty cheap there especially dairy and 
booze….good thing for us  We ended up back at El Capricho-
the restaurant, for some drinks.  It was another late night, but 
who cares, we are in vacay mode.  Not sure if I mentioned this, 
but I became addicted to Sangrias.  I tried one after the first beer 
I had on Saturday and I found a new drink of choice, they are 
very refreshing.  Have I even mentioned the weather yet?  Well, 
it has been nothing but sunshine, blue skis and about 27-28 with 
gentle breezes of the sea air.  I am typically not a summer 
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person; I hate the sun, get heat stroke and fry like bacon.  So far, I am loving the weather here….must be the frame of mind.   
After our evening of drinking at El Capricho, we retired to the condo.  We were heading out in the morning to Granada. 
 
We woke up around 8:00, had some breakie and left for our day trip.  The sites were amazing.  There are mountains 
everywhere and every so often you would see a house built into the side of one and I wondered how they would get there.  
There were no visible roads.  Strange…..There were not many factories on our commute.  Mostly we seen farm fields of 
trees, possibly olive trees?  When we asked the locals, they weren’t sure either.  As we drove along I was really happy that I 
wasn’t driving.  There were many winding roads and lots of high road ways with nothing but dirt below.  It was a little tense 
for me.  Vanessa was our driver and she did an amazing job, way to go Mario!   We arrived in Granada at the exact spot 
where Maurizio set us to go, a parking garage of all places  We parked and started off on our journey.  We ended up 
walking to the highest point and oldest part of the city, Alahanda.  The history here was amazing.  As you walk along the 
cobblestone streets, tiny roadways and narrow walkways, you try to imagine what life might have been like in the 1600’s.  It 
was interesting to hear the people chatting amongst themselves and me not having a clue what they were saying, just 
smiling at them.  It was very soothing in a way, made me feel like I was in another country…wait, I was, I was in Spain!!!!!  
We walked back down to the city and decided to have a look in the “Cathedral”.  It was a church build in 1614 and now it 
was a tourist trap.  Waiting outside for the doors to open, Cherie and Jennifer were accosted by 2 gypsies.  Yes, gypsies.  We 
were warned about them, but the girls were totally caught off guard and ended up paying these crazy women $20.00 
between the 2 of them.  Just shortly after, the policia came and took the women away.  If it were me I would have been 
chasing them asking for my money back….ya, maybe not.  The church was beautiful.  It was old, picturesque, full of history, 
overwhelming, but I am glad we stopped in. 
 
  After we left the church, we found a spice man.  He had a shop with over 200 different spices, teas, remedies for ailments 
and accessories to go with everything.  Cherie and Jennifer went shopping while Vanessa and I sat outside and reflected 
upon the trip thus far.  It was such an experience to be here with great friends and the timing for me couldn’t have been 
any better.  We walked back towards the car and were going to head home.  We took another way home, just as scenic, but 
less curvy.  I enjoyed the trip home much more than the trip there.  So when we got home guess what we did, yup, go over 
to El Capricho for some drinks.  We had a really fun night.  Maurizio ended up staying after the bar closed and had a drink 
with us-he even gave us a few rounds on the house.  It was fun to hear about his life and his travels through Europe.  Very 
well-travelled for such a young age.  We ended our night at about 4:00am.  Jennifer snuck away around 11:00-good for her I 
thought!  But again, we are on vacation so what the heck!   
 
So it is Tuesday now and it is 11:50am.  Wow, where did 
the morning go….oh ya we didn’t go to bed until 4:00am, 
that’s what happened.  We got ourselves together and 
took a walk over to the travel agent.  We were booking a 
trip to Tangier, Morocco.  We were going to Africa baby!  
After we booked the trip, we came home and went for a 
swim in the pool.  It was beautiful.  The water was so 
clean, the temperature was just right and as you swam, 
you could still see the Mediterranean Sea, it was mystical.  
Cherie even gave us foot massages to die for!  After our 
afternoon swim, we went over to the other little bar and 
had some munchies and hmm, hmm, some beers.  Later 
that evening, Jennifer cooked us all a yummy pasta meal.  
It was delicious.  We didn’t want to have a late night 
because we were heading for the Rock of Gibraltar in the 
morning.  We were driving there and doing our own little tour.  However, we did go down to the beach and had a few 
laughs, a few beers and rolled around in the sand a little (not on purpose, we kept falling, must have been the uneven 
sand).  It was a really fun couple of hours just being silly, no one watching us, no one judging us, just us being us! 
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 Wednesday 7:00am, not too bad, good thing we had an early night lol!  We got ready for our trip to Gibraltar.  Again this 
was a beautiful drive as well.  When we arrived in La Linea, which boarders on Gibraltar, we found a market.  It was 
awesome!  I got 2 bras for 5 euros, about   $7.00.  Now that I am home I am wishing I bought 20 of them.  Oh well, who 
knew.  We each bought a few things here.  The market went on and on and on.  We turned around since we still had to go 
to “The Rock”.  We walked across the border and I was so hopeful they would stamp my passport….they didn’t.  Oh well, as 
long as I know I’ve been there  The girls decided to take a trip up to the top of the rock and I decided to stay down and o a 
ground tour.  I hoped on a bus and went into the square.  They hopped on their bus and went up 436 meters to the top.  
We met about an hour and a half later when they found me at a pub.  Imagine that?  I wandered the square, went into 
some shops, purchased some souvenirs and decided to sit for a bit.  I met a lovely couple from Staffordshire, England.  They 
were on a 14 day cruise.  We chatted for a bit and had a few laughs.  The girls showed up and told me about their trip.  They 
walked with the monkeys, went into some caves, watched an airplane take off and looked at some other historical things.  
After a bit, we walked into the shopping area.  Not for long though, very crowded and very overpriced.  Funny little country 
Gibraltar is-they are attached to Spain, yet they are run by the British, however, Spain has been fighting to take back this 
piece of land for years and years.  We headed back for home, but on the way, we stopped at a mall called “La Canada”, 
nothing to do with Canada though.  It was a typical mall, overpriced, congested, name brands……I was more interested in 
the authentic parts of Spain.  It was fun for a quick visit though.  We arrived back at the condo and had some dinner.  Again 
we couldn’t have a late night as we were catching our tour bus at 7:00am.  It was perfect though, our bus stop was across 
the road from our condo. 
 
Thursday, 5:30am….can I hit the snooze button please?  No time, 4 showers and breakfast, we gotta go.  We were up and 
out the door at the bus stop at 6:50.  Perfect.  The bus was a little late, 7:15 we got on it.  Finally a day for Mario when there 
was no driving involved, she was so happy  We arrived in Tarifa, the southernmost part of Spain where we caught the 
ferry.  We were given specific instructions to wear a tour sticker and don’t under any circumstances give anyone your 
passport once you landed in Tangier.  A little scary, but ok.  The ferry usually takes 35 minutes to cross, but the water was 
really rough and it took us about 1 ½ hours.  We finally made it, I was standing in Africa, and never in my wildest dreams did 

I think I would ever get there.  We headed off with the tour.  
There were about 4 groups who all had their own guides 
depending on the language they spoke.  We drove around on the 
bus and the guide would tell about this and that, but it was so 
quick I missed half of it.  Our first stop, the camels.  We were able 
to ride a camel and get a photo of them, each was euro.  I 
hopped up on the camel and thought I was about to ride a 
bucking bronco.  Did you know camels rise from the back????  
Neither did I!  I held on with both hands and for dear life.  Short 
little walk around the park, quick pic and it was time to get back 
on the bus.  We continue our tour and headed to the Casbah, the 
market.  It was pretty cool, all the old buildings, the culture, the 
history, it was hard to take it in because we were on the go, 
single file with our “hi I’m a tourist” stickers.  The stickers were 
so bad, but we had to wear them, I’m sure it’s so the locals know 

who to sell their stuff to.  We went for a traditional Moroccan lunch; curried rice, chicken, veggies, soup and coke, yes coca 
cola  It was ok.  We were entertained by a belly dancer and a band, which was a lot of fun.  After lunch we went to a 
carpet factory.  Beautiful carpets all handmade, some taking up to a year to make.  Makes my job look way too easy!  After, 
we toured a shop where we were free to buy items and barter with the shop owners.  This was hard at first, but I did it.  
Bought a few things and spent little money.  After this, we went to a spice factory.  I think we may have been taken for a 
ride with a few of our purchases.  I wish I had bought my spices when we were in Granada.  Buyer beware!  We left here 
and went to see a snake charmer.  Vanessa was able to get a picture with the snake, for money of course.  Not me, I wasn’t 
having any of that.  From here we left to catch the bus.  Well tried to anyways.  It was ridiculous!  All the locals were now 
free to sell us their items and try they did.  I tried to ignore them, but they just don’t stop.  “Good price for you mam, 
special price for you mam, 4 for 10 euros mam-that’s a very good price mam”.  I couldn’t take it, I was polite and said no 
thank you, about 100 times!  I was sweating from trying to keep away from them, trying to keep up with the group and not 
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get left behind.  At one point I was so far ahead of the group that I was leading my own group.  Panic sunk in as I came to 
out of the barter zone and wondered…..”Where the hell am I?”  A nice young boy took me to the rest of the group and I was 
very thankful.  That’s when he told me he needed money to go to school; this was how he made his living.  Ah hell, ok, I’ll 
buy that, that and that, now go away I said.  At one point he even tried selling me a hookah….what the hell am I going to do 
with a hookah?   Not enough, he followed me right to the bus yelling for me to buy more, even as the bus drove away.  
Heartbreaking for sure.   What a whirlwind adventure for sure.  We were in line heading back to the ferry.  I wish we could 
have had another couple of hours, just to take in more of the market, the city, the culture, but less of the men trying to sell 
us stuff!  For now, it is what it is and I have many memories for a lifetime. The ferry ride back was a little better this time 
and the bus ride home was loud.  We all talked about our purchases and how some people bought loads and how some 
didn’t buy a thing.  Interesting for sure  
 
We arrived back at the condo and reflected on our day showing each other our purchases, reminiscing about the day’s 
events.   We were all pretty drained, but that didn’t stop us, off the El Capricho we went.  As we sat down at our table, one 
of the waitresses Svetlana saw us come in.  She welcomed us with 2 6 packs of Coronita.  We all had a good laugh over that.  
Maurizio and Salvatore welcomed us with big hugs and kisses and Carolina with a big “Hola!”   Now this is what you call 
service!  We had some drinks and stayed until the wee hours of the morning.  Tomorrow was our last day and we wanted to 
finish buying our souvenirs and have a quiet day.   
 
Friday September 7th, our last day in paradise.  We woke up, had some breakie, relaxed for a bit taking in the warmth, 
sunshine and the fresh sea air.   We took a drive into Marbella for our last purchases.  We all found everything we were 
looking for and headed to Andy’s Beach.  We rented some lounge chairs and took in the sunshine, went for a swim in the 
Mediterranean Sea.  I was freaked out at first looking for jelly fish and other sea creatures.  Once I realized I was missing out 
on all the fun, I stopped worrying and embraced the moment.  I was diving into the big waves, letting them come crashing 
on my back and laughing with the girls.  We went back up to lounge chairs to dry off and take in some more Spanish 
sunshine.  We had booked massages on the beach and it was our turn.  It was the best $30.00 I had spent in a long time.  
What a treat, a massage in Spain on the beaches of the Mediterranean Sea.  Now that’s what I call paradise.  After we left, I 
decided I would drive home.  Ha, ha, ha, what a joke.  Now, I drive a standard probably once a week.  The only difference in 
these cars was the reverse gear; it was at the top left instead of bottom right.  How bad could it be?  I stalled it the first 
time, the second try and the third.  Finally I get her going and tear off like a bat out of hell, over the speed bump at 40km, 
which doesn’t seem bad, but I was in a parking lot.  So I freaked Jennifer out a little, but I ‘m getting the feel of things.  I get 
on the slip to get on the highway which is on a hill.  Can you see where this is going…..oh ya, not good.  I ended up with my 
4 ways on and motioning people to go around me.  Not to fear though, I had the E break on and Vanessa and I were a team.  
She would take the break off while I tried to put it in gear.  Finally it worked!  I got it in gear, got on the slip, got on the 
highway and drove the hell out of that Octivia!  Good thing we bought extra insurance  We made it back to the condo in 
one piece and I’m sure Jennifer will never ride with me again!   
 
We all showered and got into our pretty dresses.  This was our last night and we were going to dinner at El Capricho.   We 
sat at our usual table and we were served by the best, 
Maurizio.  Vanessa and Cherie split the fish platter; consisting 
of 2 sea bass, 2 lobsters, about 20 king prawn, crab legs and 
some other fishy stuff.  I guess to a seafood lover, this was 
paradise.  I had pasta and salad and Jennifer had chicken and 
rice.  Of course, we had drinks as well.  After dinner we had 
the staff come over and take some pictures with us.  We 
wanted to keep the memories of our new friends.  It was a 
fun photo shoot.  It was getting late and the restaurant was 
nearing closing time.  The customers left and we were 
allowed to stay.  The staff joined us for one final farewell 
drink.  It was sad, I was sad.  I didn’t want this vacation to 
end.  However, all good things come to an end at some point.  
Well after many, many drinks, laughter, stories, hugs and 
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good byes, our evening turned into 4:30am.  Cherie, mayself and Maurizio called it a night.  Good bye El Capricho, good bye 
Maurizio and Salvatore, good bye Carolina and Svetlana-until we meet again. 
 
5:30 am, I’m still drunk, I can barely function and I have to get on a plane for the next 12 hours…..oh my head, oh my 
stomach……oh my, oh my, wasn’t that a party!  I pulled myself together, popped some Advil, had a croissant, got my bags to 
the car, did one last sweep of the condo and we were off.  We were all moving very slow and it was a quiet, queasy ride (for 
me) back to the airport.  The sun was just barely rising, the birds were starting to chirp and the morning commuters were 
starting to fill the highway.  We arrived at the airport, checked our bags and waited for the flight.  I was feeling much better 
at this point and had some food.  I was very tired and very hungover-maybe still a little intoxicated even, but it was soooo 
worth it.  We got on the plane and headed for Paris, out connecting flight.  As we took off, I felt very sad to leave, but 
excited to get home to see Payton, my family and friends.  We arrived in Paris for our connecting flight and had a wee 
shock.  There were people packed into one area of the airport, we weren’t allowed through the gates we needed to be at.  
They were actually being guarded by armed guards.  One fellow beside me said there was a bomb scare.  I just laughed it 
off, if there was a bomb we wouldn’t be standing where we were.  After a short while, they let us through, still not knowing 
what the issue was.  I found out when I got home that apparently there was a high dignitary transferring flights, so that 
could have been it….who knows.  Anyway, we got on the plane and ironically we all had seats together in one row.  What a 
perfect end to a perfect trip.  Just for fun I watched Spanish movie-subtitled in English of course.  At this point I am now 
feeling normal, hangover is gone.  I am pretty antsy, I just want to get home and see my baby girl.   
We landed at 4:30, found our luggage (which took forever) and headed outside to find our chariot to take us home.  I had 
forgotten we were taking a limo again, it was nice to drive home in style and comfort  We arrived at Vanessa’s around 
6:30.  Jennifer and I said our good byes, hugs and kisses and we were off for the final stretch.  I got home about 8:00 and 
was greeted by Payton with big hugs and kisses.  It was so nice to see her.  I entered the house and she had made a big 
welcome home sign for me which was hanging in the doorway, what a nice surprise.  I visited with her for a few hours and 
then it was bedtime, don’t forget, I was still on Spain time…..6 hours ahead.  I crawled into bed and was in la, la land, I slept 
for 8 hours straight, and it was wonderful. 
 
I will always cherish the memories of Spain.  It’s nice to talk about it from time to time and I often look at my pictures, all 
1600 of them.  I hope to return again one day, but for now I can reflect whenever I want.  Thank you for the great trip 
Vanessa, Cherie and Jennifer.  Thank you for the hospitality El Capricho and thank for the memories Spain, until we meet 
again 
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We had a great turn out for our One Stop Christmas Shop last evening. Special thanks to all of the vendors who spent their 

evening with us. Current Kinettes, past Kinettes and prospective Kinettes made up over half of the vendors! Watch for next years 

event :)   ~ Monika 

 
Congrats to the Collingwood Kinettes and their One Stop Christmas Shop. There were lots of people and lots of goodies to be had. 

Great recruiting table also.  ~ Lisa Burechails 

 
 

Thank you to each member for participating in our theme night! 100% participation, you can't get any better than that!~ 

Prez Barb 
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Marg’s Response to Bulletin Questionnaire 
 
If I won $10 000 in the near future, I would go to Foley’s in Collingwood and in less than an hour (restless Dave would 
accompany me) I would purchase a glass topped stove and microwave including rewiring for my adorable daughter Mandy, 
a new silent dishwasher for me, a new stackable washer and dryer for us, a larger side by side fridge without a water 
dispenser for Dave, an elegant set of outdoor furniture for son Rob and Ti, a small high definition TV for night time news 
watching in bed, two comfortable living room chairs to replace my two ‘70’s era Foley’s chairs, and the remainder of the 
last two thousand after taxes are deducted would be best spent on anything tickling my fancy like a wine fridge for my 
brother, a new stereo for Dave, and of course, knowing me I would wait until they were all on sale so I’d have enough extra 
to buy new patio furniture for us! There that was fun! 
 
The weirdest thing I would admit to doing in my past would be riding on the floor of a bus up Yonge Street in Toronto 
because our money sacks from a United Appeal walk from City Hall to Steeles were way too heavy to carry because we 
were so outlandishly successful in providing entertainment in our effort to collect money. We were on the floor so the 
other walkers would not see our group, consisting of eight misfits. Hmm, oh yeah, I lived on Yonge Street so we dropped in 
to my place to have a few pints to kill time prior to heading to the school; quite the night with no one the wiser and our 
group raising the most money by far.  
 
My favourite childhood television program was Black Beauty, airing on Sunday nights on channel 3 at the cottage. 
 
A collector of anything? Let’s see, that would be a yes. Unfortunately I never quite decided what to collect so there are 
marbles, coins, pottery, small things, foreign things, stamps, keys, quilts, plates, glassware, shells, books, and who knows 
what else. 
 
It would seem very logical that extraterrestrials exist on other planets. God created the universe and his master plan is so 
amazing you just have to know it was perfected somewhere out there.  With an ever expanding universe consisting of 
quadrillions of stars with countless solar systems, the odds are perfect life conditions such as those on earth exist in many 
places. 
 
Foot and finger tapping/drumming drive me crazy! 
 
No piercings or tattoos. Nothing against tasteful ones either. 
 
My hidden talents are so well hidden I have yet to find them!!!!!!!! 
 
My favourite quote: To see the world in a grain of sand, and heaven in a wildflower, hold infinity in the palm of your hand, 
and eternity in an hour.  This puts things into perspective beautifully by William Wordsworth.  Then there is Sh..t happens! 
 
I would throw a summer time outdoor games party, with six different competitive games like darts, bocce, lasso golf, 
putting for points, chipping into the raft, and horseshoes, with partners competing for high points against other partners 
randomly selected from the guests with prizes galore, a bbq, playoffs, and socializing. This would be for FUN!! We actually 
do this every summer and we have a ball. 
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I would only choose to stay a certain age if those around me stayed the same! I would be sixty! Yep, I love my grandchildren 
that much! 
 
If  I could learn to do anything, I would learn to play the piano so I could share music with others. 
  
My one project for the next year would be helping my husband create a healthier lifestyle and get active again. 
 
I would change my first name to Ashley because she has been in my heart and mind so often this past year. 
 
My autobiography would be entitled Missed Opportunities; not sure where that came from but it would probably be 
something like The Chapters of My Life or How My Life was Shaped. 
 
What didn’t I do growing up that got me into trouble?  With my mom, that is. Don’t ever recall getting in trouble at school, 
except maybe when I refused to answer anything in Latin on my exam so I could drop it.  
 
First thing I bought with my own money was a gift for my dad, a fishing lure as I recall. 
 
In this past week I learned that we should never take life for granted. 
 
The most unusual thing I know how to do is draw a blank when asked an irrelevant question.  
 
The oldest item I own is a pair of lead crystal candlesticks that came from Scotland with my mom’s family in 1830; my aunt 
gave them to me to cherish. 
 
If I could have any special magic it would be the magic to make for mankind. Boy that would have to be some kind of magic. 
 
When I am driving alone in a car I do everything humanly possible to stay awake, bite my lip, sing, count poles, make mind 
lists, etcetera. 
 
If I could travel to space, I would go as it would be an incredible journey and a great honour.  My fear of heights would go 
on the back burner, just like on my recent visit to Chicago when I walked out on the plexi glass viewing ledge on the 103 
storey of the ‘Sears’ tower. 
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Does the Cost Really Equate to the Value of Kin? ~ PP Monika McKean  

 

At the Zone, District and National levels, we are always hearing complaints about what we pay for dues. Many of our 
members feel that it is money just being wasted…where is it going? For what purpose are we paying this money? 
What’s in it for ME????  
So, let’s take a look at a breakdown of dues being paid by our club.  
 
Zone Dues ($90 + $30 Zone Conference Assessment+ $30 Speaker Winner Assessment):  
$13.65 per member annually  
 
District Dues:  
$32.00 per member + 2 x $50 in Convention assessments + $5 for house rules = $40.75 per member (if you don’t 
attend a Convention and get your assessment returned – this is paid upfront)  
 
National Dues:  
$157.40 per member as passed this year at National Convention.  
Total amount your club owes for each member -- $211.80  
So, cheques have been written to the various levels of governance of Kin for $211.80 per member of this club.  
 

What do you get for these dollars?  
 

Zone Dues – The money collected for Zone dues is used to offset the costs of your Zone Deputy Governor, Zone CF / 
Service Director and Zone Membership Director and any other Zone Team members, which includes, travel, phone, 
office / postage / etc., meeting supplies / incentives, awards, etc.  
 
District Dues – These funds go toward a multitude of services which include not only basically the same expenses as 
the Zone team incur only on a larger scale, but also, toward education (District Leadership Seminar, Incoming 
President’s Seminar, Conventions); awards; recognition attendance; administration, etc.  
 
National Dues – A large portion of our National Dues go to expenses for which we have no option but to pay. The per 
person $ amount for insurance is approx. $30.00. The remainder goes toward administration at the National 
governance level and the National headquarters level, education, awards, publicity ….etc.  
Kin costs, there’s no doubt about it! And because of that, a per person membership fee is charged to each member of 
most clubs. Our annual dues are $100.00 per person, just 48% of what is actually paid out for you through the club 
coffers. And where does the remaining $111.80 come from? Look at it in this light….just to make up the shortfall in the 
dues payment that goes out for each individual member, that member must assist in raising approximately $775.00 
from the community. Of that $775, 15% is what our club allows to be taken to go into General funds, to offset club 
operations…of which dues payment is considered club operations. The big picture, the club must raise approximately 
$8,500 JUST to offset the difference between what is paid and what is recouped from membership dues for our club 
of 11 members. That’s a whole lot of fundraising. And remember, these administrative fees are taken from fundraisers 
only.  
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So, with that being said, I’d like to challenge you to make a personal goal for the year! Whether we are selling candles, 
chocolates, muffin mixes, doing a bake table, making crafts for the auction, making donation phone calls for the golf 
tournament, finding donations for the yard sale or Diva on a Dime …whatever is going on … to see that you at least 
raise the $775.00 it takes to offset your personal dues.  
 
So, now that we’ve covered the cost of Kin, let’s talk about the Value of Kin. The rewards we received for being in this 
wonderful Association, one’s that we can’t put a price tag on.  
 
What do you see as a benefit be it personal, professional, emotional – to being in Kin? Think back……what skills have 
you developed since you have joined this organization? Are you able to stand up in front of your fellow Kin and 
propose or defend a fine? Are you able to put to paper a project report for something that you have run in the club? 
Have you jotted down your thoughts and submitted them to the bulletin? Kinship One? Kin Mag? Perhaps the Quill 
Award? And what about all those times you have assisted on a committee to make a fundraising event happen within 
your community. These skills are just a few that many of us seem to absorb through osmosis being in this wonderful 
Association. Skills that NEVER would you be able to put a price tag on…..ones that you have gained not only while 
working to better your community but while making friends and having fun at the same time. Heck, school was never 
this fun!  
 
So, we could list some of the tremendous skills and benefits we gain as being:  
Friendships  

Team work skills  

Travel  

Project planning  

Public speaking  

Networking  

Sense of community  

Sense of self-worth  

Meeting planning  

Organizational skills  

Multitasking skills  

Writing skills  

Co-operation  

Debate skills  

Compromise  
 
What kind of a price-tag can you put on the skills that you receive in Kin? I think that this price tag is a very attractive 
one ... “SALE”.. Not only are all of the opportunities available to us just by participating, we have the added bonus of 
being able to grow our skill set by accepting positions on committees, on the club executive, on the zone 
executive…district…national… the list goes on. At each level, there is training provided and a whole new network of 
people that will help you on your path.  
 

Think about this the next time you write your dues cheque, and in that little spot in the bottom to say what the 

cheque was for, why don’t you write down “to grow, learn, make friends and have fun.” 
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From Deb 

  

NINE WORDS WOMEN USE... 
 
(1) Fine : This is the word women use to end an argument when they are right and you 
need to shut up.  
 
(2) Five Minutes: If she is getting dressed, this means a half an hour. Five minutes is only 
five minutes if you have just been given five more minutes to watch the game before 
helping around the house.  
 
(3) Nothing : This is the calm before the storm. This means something, and you should 
be on your toes. Arguments that begin with nothing usually end in fine.  
 
(4) Go Ahead: This is a dare, not permission. Don't Do It!  
 
(5) Loud Sigh: This is actually a word, but is a non-verbal statement often misunderstood 
by men. A loud sigh means she thinks you are an idiot and wonders why she is wasting 
her time standing here and arguing with you about nothing. (Refer back to # 3 for the 
meaning of nothing.)  
 
(6) That's Okay: This is one of the most dangerous statements a women can make to a 
man. That's okay means she wants to think long and hard before deciding how and when 
you will pay for your mistake.  
 
(7) Thanks : A woman is thanking you, do not question, or faint. Just say you're welcome. 
(I want to add in a clause here - This is true, unless she says 'Thanks a lot' - that is PURE 
sarcasm and she is not thanking you at all. DO NOT say 'you're welcome'.. That will bring 
on a 'whatever').  
 
(8) Whatever : Is a woman's way of saying...Go to Hell...  
 
(9) Don't worry about it, I got it : Another dangerous statement, meaning this is something 
that a woman has told a man to do several times, but is now doing it herself. This will 
later result in a man asking 'What's wrong?' For the woman's response refer to # 3.  
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All About District 1 
 
 

Kinette Club of Waterloo Grand River will be selling their knitted dishcloths at FLC to raise money for 
Cystic Fibrosis. They are $5 each or 3 for $10. So if you missed out at Kin Kamp, you will still have the 
chance to get some. Help us help the fight against Cystic Fibrosis Can't wait to see you all next 
weekend:) 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Cambridge ~Emily june kelly stansbury born october 26 2012 at 1:01am 6lb 2oz 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Walkerton Kinettes will be donating $100 to the CKNX Healthcare Heroes Radiothon (raising money for local 

hospitals). We're challenging all other Kin clubs in the surrounding area to pledge their support to this cause as 

well. If we post our donations here, we can use total amount contributed to promote Kin - WIN for the hospitals, 

and WIN for Kin. :) http://www.healthcareheroes.ca 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Kinette Club of Hamilton-Stoney Creek is preparing a Cook Book with proceeds going to CF. We're 

looking for members of Kin across Canada to submit their favorite recipes. Deadline to submit is December 

31st. Please send recipes in a word document to wendy.rolfe@bell.net 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Preston family kin bidding for FLC 2013 and our theme being “Everything 80's” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Kinette Club of Collingwood is putting in a bid for FLC 2013 and our theme is “My Big Fat Gypsy 

Wedding” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Kaiden's Care Kits made it to the Semi-Finals -be sure to mark your calendars for December 3, 2012 to 

start voting for Kaiden's Care Kits to go to the finals! 

http://www.healthcareheroes.ca/
mailto:wendy.rolfe@bell.net
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We still have 
Epicure Fundraisers available. 

Only $20.00, what a great gift idea. 

See Deb to get yours. 

Books On Wheels Schedule 
November 8th     April 
December 13th   Janet 
January 10th 
February 14th 
March 14th 
April 11th              Brenda 
May 9th 
June 13th 
July 11th               Jan & Darlene 
August 8th            Janet 
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Secret Sister    
Thanks for the Pumpkin 
Cookie Mix and Decorations. 
 Rowan and I had great fun  
making and Decorating them ~ Kim 
 

 
 

 
Dear Secret Sister, 

 
Thank you for the beautiful necklace.  The 3 words are very inspiring and came at a perfect time.  Believe-Believe in 

yourself, Wish-Wish for the stars and the moon, Dream-Dare to dream without limits.  I wake up every morning to read this 
on my mirror, nice way to start the day.  Thank you for Payton's Halloween jelly stickers-they are on our front window, stuck 

in my socks and in Soleil's fur lol!  We all had fun with them:) 
 

April 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to each member for participating in our theme night! 
100% participation, you can't get any better than that! 
 Thanks again,  

Barb           Reindeer Antlers 
2  cups chocolate chips 

3/4 cup butterscotch chips 

1/2 cup butter 

1/4 cup peanut butter 

2 cups chow mein noodles 

1 cup salted peanuts 

  

Slowly melt first 4 ingredients over low heat.  Stir until blended. 

Remove from heat, stir in noodles and peanuts.  Drop by spoonfuls 

onto wax paper.  Let cool and refrigerate. 

Secret Sister, 

 
for the candies, sudoku book 
and Halloween earrings! 
 
               Barb 
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Marg 

APPLE RAISIN CHUTNEY 
 
Heat butter in a medium sized pan. Saute shallots and garlic for 2 minutes over medium heat. Add diced apples 
and raisins and cook for an additional 2 minutes. Add the vinegar, sugar and herbs. Cook for 3 to 5 minutes over 
Medium/Low heat or until the apples are tender. Season with salt and fresh cracked black pepper. Serve hot or 
cold with roasted pork or with grilled pork chops. Enjoy! 
Ingredients  

 3 each apples (diced in 1/2 inch cubes) 

 1/2 cup raisins 

 2 tbsp. brown sugar 

 2 tbsp. red wine vinegar 

 2 tbsp. chopped herbs (parsley, thyme and/or rosemary) 

 2 tbsp. minced shallots 

 1 tbsp. butter 

 1/2 tbsp. minced garlic 

 salt and freshly cracked black pepper to taste 

 

Slow-Cooker Chunky Chicken Chili 
Prep time 15 min  

Total time 6 hr 15 min  

Makes  8 servings, 1 cup (250 mL) each  

What You Need 
2 cans (19 fl oz/540 mL each) mixed beans, rinsed  

2 cups salsa  

1 can (14 fl oz/398 mL) no-salt added tomato sauce  

2 Tbsp. chili powder  

1-1/2 lb. (675 g) boneless skinless chicken thighs, cut into bite-size pieces  

1 onion, chopped  

1 cup frozen corn, thawed, drained  

1 cup Kraft Tex Mex Light Shredded Cheese  

Make It 
COMBINE first 4 ingredients in slow 
cooker; top with chicken, onions and 
corn. (Do not stir.) Cover with lid.  

COOK on LOW 6 to 8 hours (or on HIGH 
4 to 5 hours).  

STIR just before serving. Serve topped 
with cheese.  

Alternate: top with a dollop of low fat 
sour cream.  
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 Where did "Piss Poor" come from? 

Interesting History. 

  
They used to use urine to tan animal skins 

 so families used to all pee in a pot  
and then once it was full  

it was taken and sold to the tannery... 

if you had to do this to survive 
 you were "Piss Poor".  

 But worse than that were the really poor 
 folk who couldn't even afford  

to buy a pot...  They "didn't have 
 a pot to piss in"  

and were the lowest of the low.... 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        From Katie 
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From Darlene Weir 
 

The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the 'Peanuts'  
comic strip. You don't have to actually answer the questions. 

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world. 
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners. 
3. Name the last five winners of Miss America . 

4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 
5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress. 
6. Name the last decade's worth of World Series winners. 

How did you do?The point is, none of us remember the headliners of  
yesterday. These are no second-rate achievers. They are the best in their  
fields. But the applause dies. Awards tarnish. Achievements are forgotten.  
Accolades and certificates are buried with their  
owners. 
 
Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one:  
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.  
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.  
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.  
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special. 
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 
 
Easier?  
The lesson:  
The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most  
credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the ones that care.  

 

 

 

 
'Don't worry about the world coming to an end today..it's already tomorrow in Australia ' 

(Charles Schultz)  
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Katie 

 

 

 

Uses for Skin So Soft from Avon  part 2 
  
HOUSEHOLD USES  
27. Sponge it around doors, windows, and on screens to keep crawling bugs out.  
28. It's a good wood cleaner and conditioner for natural wood.  
29. It removes glue and gum left from price tags and labels from glass, metals, and most plastics.  
30. It removes soap scum from shower doors and curtains, and bathroom and kitchen figures.  
31. It removes lime and hard water deposits from fixtures, tile, shower doors and windows.  
32. It's an oil lubricant for fitting pipe joints that won't slip together.  
33. It cleans ink off most vinyl and painted surfaces.  
34. It cleans heavy oil and grease from nonporous surfaces.  
35. It takes fur off of clothing.  
36. Rub on brass ornaments or figurines to help keep them from turning dark.  
37. Removes crayon from appliances and most painted surfaces.  
38. Wash cupboards with it mixed in your cleaning water to keep ants off and out of the cupboards.  
39. Use it to discourage hornets from building their nests. After using a hornet killing spray, remove the 
nest and keep the area sprayed with SSS. They will not rebuild there.  
40. Use it to clean leather; it will also keep it soft and supple.  
41. Use it on your air conditioning screen (filter)--your incoming air will smell fresher and the filter is 
easier to clean. 42. Rub all over windowsills to keep ants out.  
43. It cleans paintbrushes easily and leaves them soft as new.  
44. It removes gum from carpets. 45. It removes scuffmarks from patent leather shoes.  
46. Use it on running rails for sliding glass doors and windows.  
47. It removes "ring around the collar".  
48. It removes liquid nail (paneling glue).  
49. Two glass bowls or glasses stuck together? Drizzle a little SSS down the sides and they'll come apart 
easily.  
50. It removes candle wax from furniture - even entertainment centers - carpets and clothing.  
51. Hummingbird Feeders: To deter bees try rubbing SSS on the feeder surface by the feeder ports.  
52. Maggots too!! You squirted SSS in can and lid, then later flushed with soapy water, you shouldn't 
have any bugs in cans rest of summer!!!  
53. It is a great furniture polish!  
54. Ok, we have a new use for SSS bath oil. Put it in one of the bottle that you attach to your backyard 
hose and then spray down the back yard! Will cut down on ants, mosquitoes and other creepy 
crawlies.   
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Kinda makes you feel small huh?? 
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Submitted by Kim  

Taken from Yahoo.news 

Are you wearing your poppy yet?  
Many people assume the poppy's connection with the war dead came from the First World War and Canadian Col. John McCrae's famous 

poem, In Flanders Fields. But according to the legion's history of the poppy, the association dates back more than a century before that, to 

the Napoleonic Wars, when it was noticed how poppies flourished on the graves of soldiers who had died in battle in Flanders, a region of 

northern France and Belgium. McCrae, a medical officer serving near Ypres, Belgium, made the same connection in 1915, inspiring his 

immortal poem written during a break from his ceaseless work with the wounded during the bloody Second Battle of Ypres. 

 

Some other facts about the Remembrance Day poppy: 

 

1. Thank an American for the poppy's symbolic meaning 
Moina Michael, an American teacher working at the YMCA Overseas War Secretaries' headquarters in New York, read McCrae's poem 

in November 1918 as the armistice ended the First World War. She took his admonition to keep faith with the dead (which by then 

included McCrae, who died of pneumonia the previous January) to heart and vowed to always wear a red poppy as a sign of 

remembrance.  A Frenchwoman, Madame E. Guerin, visiting the United States in 1920 learned of the custom when she met Michael and 

decided on her return home to sell handmade poppies to raise money for impoverished children in the war-ravaged areas of France. The 

following year, the Great War Veterans' Association of Canada (predecessor of the legion), at Guerin's urging, joined its British 

counterpart and officially adopted the poppy as its Flower of Remembrance. 

 

2. Which countries use the poppy for remembrance? 
Besides Great Britain, where about 45 million poppies were distributed in 2010, according to BBC News, the practice is found most often 

in other Commonwealth countries, such as Australia, New Zealand and, after Prince Charles wore one on a visit there, South Africa. New 

Zealanders don't wear them on Nov. 11, the day of the Armistice, but on the Friday before Anzac Day, April 25, which commemorates 

Australia's and New Zealand's war sacrifices.  In the United States, where the practice began, wearing the poppy is not widespread on 

Nov. 11, Armistice Day. The U.S. Veterans of Foreign Wars hold a poppy campaign in advance of Memorial Day, the first Monday in 

May, which honours American war dead. 

 

3. How much is raised in the poppy campaign and where does it go? 
An accurate figure for the total amount raised in the annual campaign has been hard to come by, but a 2008 post on the Salvation Army's 

blog put it at about $16.5 million. The legion distributes about 18 million poppies a year via its members, veterans, military cadets and 

through direct mailings. Assuming all are given out to Canadians, it amounts to average donations of less than a dollar per available 

poppy.  The money goes into the legion's Poppy Trust Fund, where it is used to help veterans in need and their families through a variety 

of programs for things such as medical equipment, home care and long-term care. Veterans of allied countries who now live in Canada are 

also eligible for assistance.  Money collected by individual legion branches stays in the local community. The legion's detailed Poppy 

Manual also allows for special-use expenditures, such as disaster relief, funding of drop-in centres, meals-on-wheels programs or 

restoration of war memorials. But paying for veterans' funeral expenses, such as wreaths, a graveside bugler or piper or booze and food 

for poppy campaign workers are all no-nos. 

 

4. How to wear the poppy? 
Not on your ball cap! And ladies, not on the strap of your purse. The legion's Poppy Manual stipulates the poppy is always worn on the 

left breast, as close as possible to the heart. And don't use anything other than the standard-issue pin to attach the poppy to your clothing, 

such as combining it with a Canadian flag lapel pin. the legion tells its members the poppy is a sacred symbol of remembrance and should 

not be defaced in any way.  "While this should be the practice of all legionnaires, it is recognized that the legion cannot control its form of 

wear by the public. it is undoubtedly better to wear a poppy with a Canadian flag in the center than not to wear a poppy at all," the Poppy 

Manual says. "The best that we can do is to encourage legionnaires to wear it properly." 

 

5.Remembrance Day is over. Now what? 
"The lapel poppy may be worn throughout the whole of the remembrance period and is removed immediately following the end of 

Remembrance Day," the manual says. "Many people place their poppy at the base of the Cenotaph in respect at the end of the 

Remembrance Day ceremony. This is also fully acceptable." What you should not do is toss the poppy away. The Salvation Army advises 

that if you find a discarded poppy, you should place it in a cemetery or at the foot of a war memorial. And for goodness sake, don't save 

your poppy to use again next year. That's kind of missing the point, don't you think? 

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/history/firstwar/vimy/vimy1a
http://www.salvationarmy.ca/2008/11/10/where-does-poppy-money-go/
http://www.salvationarmy.ca/2008/11/10/where-does-poppy-money-go/
http://www.legion.ca/ServiceBureau/BenevolentFunds_e.cfm
http://www.legion.ca/_PDF/Manuals/Poppy%20manual2011_e.pdf
http://www.legion.ca/_PDF/Manuals/Poppy%20manual2011_e.pdf
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