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Hello Ladies! 
 
WELCOME BACK TO ANOTHER GREAT KIN YEAR!! 
 
We had a great Executive Meeting and it was nice to see other members attending to see what it is we do.  
I hope you learned some stuff and don‟t be afraid to ask questions. 
 
September is here and we‟re ready to kick off our Kinette year with a fun weekend in WHEREVER…  
That‟s right, no matter what torture we did last night, we were not able to get anything out of Barb, Monika 
or Katie.  Oh wait, only that apparently the hotel screwed up and we are without a home during the 
weekend.  We‟ll see…  Lots of great hints on the Facebook page.  Even if you are not attending, check it 
out because that alone is quite fun! 
 
Our first meeting is on September 15

th
.  Due to the resignation of our registrar, I ask that everyone please 

confirm with me whether you will need a meal or not.  The cut-off date for meals is September 11
th

.  We 
have put in an order for a yummy roast beef dinner.  Mmmmmm (my mouth is watering already!) 
 
I would like to thank my Executive from the 2010-11 term and all the members that contributed to the 
success of last year.  I am VERY proud to say that the Kinette Club of Collingwood was 1 of 2 clubs in 
District 1 to receive the Boake Efficiency/Outstanding Club award at National Convention!  
Congratulations everyone and congratulations to the Kinette Club of Shelburne as they were the other 
club in our District! 
 
Books on Wheels signup sheet has been circulated.  Please sign up with me. 
 
I have 3 goals this year.  I figure if I put them in print to all of my club members, it will make me work 
harder to achieve them!  Here are my goals: 

1. Speak-off competition – I have NEVER competed in this competition and believe it or not, public 

speaking is a fear of mine. 

2. Master Club Award – I want to continue with Collingwood‟s reputation of being an outstanding 

club! 

3. New members – I would like to bring in 1 new member per current member!  I can‟t do this one 

without you so I hope you will embrace it.  I would like to consider the club hosting a new members 

night. 

4. Run for Deputy Governor – yep, you read it right.  I‟m interested in being involved at the Zone 

level. 

 
There!  I‟ve said it!  Now you know what I‟m working towards this year.  Let me ask you, what are your 
goals this Kin year?  Think about it, right them down, and, if you wish, have Bulletin Editor Katie publish 
them for you.  With the support we have for each other in our club, anything is possible! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon!! 
Prez Mikey 
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From the couch of your bulletin editor… 
 

Hey girls! Yahoo it‟s my first bulletin. 
 

So why the Kinette Key you ask? Well a key is defined as 
“something that is crucial in providing an explanation or 

interpretation”. As far as I am concerned a bulletin is very 
important to a club. It crams in all the information from the 
past month so you are ready and up to date for the general 

meeting. 
 

I hope that you all enjoy this month‟s edition and learn from 
the different and interesting articles I have. Don‟t forget to 

submit your requirements, as you too are a key to the Kinette 
Club of Collingwood. 

 
Toodles! 

Katie 

 

September  

Vince Falby 6th 

Ron Higdon 8th 

Kendyl Gill 16th 

Gretta & Bill Gill – „67 16th 

Michelle Kusiar 18th 

Bruce Higdon 23rd 

Lori Higdon 23rd 

Mike Bishop 30th 

 

September 
Books on Wheels 8th 

Mystery Weekend 9-11th 

General Meeting 15th 

October 
Road Clean Up & Executive @ 

President Michelle‟s 
6th 

Thanksgiving 10th 

Books on Wheels 14th 

General Meeting 20th 

Fright Night at Bygone Days 28th 
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Past Secretary Janet Currie 
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Past Secretary Janet Currie 
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Secretary April MacLean 
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Kin Sales Website Closed 
The current Kin Sales website is closed. Coyle and Greer will no longer be 
administering the site. We are working on re-launching the Kin Sales website. 
For orders, please contact Dawn or Brenda from Talbots. We apologize for 
any inconvenience this may cause.  
Contact Information  

Dawn - Email: dpettit@talbot-promo.com 

Tel: 519-295-0066  
Talbot Customer Service: 
Brenda - Tel: 1-800-265-2607 Ext: 248 or Fax: 1-800-268-0326 
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Just an update after Monika & Barb met with the Cancer Society regarding Daffodil Days. 
Hi Monika and Barb, 
  
I just wanted to thank you again for taking the time to meet with Lesley, Karen and myself on Thursday. 
It was wonderful to final meet in person and to get to know you better. 
We really appreciated your honest feedback and the opportunity to learn more about the Kinette Club and your 
membership. 
I have to say I am still in awe over all the work that you accomplish with only 16 members – congratulations again to your 
club. 
Thank you again for all that you and your organization have done for the Canadian Cancer Society. 
We are sadden to see this relationship change but we appreciate that you are still willing to allow us to solicit volunteers 
to assist with the sales for the daffodil campaign in Collingwood. 
Please pass on our gratitude to all the members and we wish you all the best with your future endeavours. 
Sincerely, 
  
Brenda  
  
P.S. Have a wonderful time at the SGB Relay For Life event this weekend!  I know Karen and her committee have a 
fabulous event planned. 
  
Brenda MacGregor 
Manager 
Simcoe-Muskoka Unit 
                               
4 Checkley Street, Suite 103 
Barrie, ON L4N 1W1                       
705 726-8032  extension 3221                                   
1 800 338-6610                   
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 CLUB PROJECT REPORT 
 

EVENT: Kin Kamp Scavenger Hunt 2011  CHAIR(S):  Barb McArthur/Monika McKean 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS / PARTICIPATING MEMBERS: 

1. Barb McArthur 

2. Monika McKean 

3. Katie McKean 

 

MEETINGS HELD/PROJECT COMPLETED: Saturday, July 30th, 2011 

 

RESULTS: A list of items to find was completed prior to the event with several copies made that each registered team 

would have a copy.  Prior to the event, shopping was completed for the prizes.  On the day of the event, the kin kids 

registered their team, got their item list and had one hour to complete the mission of finding as many items as possible 

and return to the Collingwood campsite with their list and bag of goodies to be checked.  There were a total of 16 

teams participated, and each participant received a prize.  We were thrilled that the Meaford Kinettes gave us a big 

bag of toys that they’d had donated to them, because we had only purchased for 15 teams and would have been 

short!! 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The only recommendation that I have is to do this project again next year as it is not a huge 

time commitment or expense for the club and the kin kids have FUN! 

 

MOTIONS/NOTICE OF MOTION:  N/A 

 

TOTAL GROSS DOLLARS RAISED FROM PROJECT:     $ 0 

TOTAL EXPENSES FROM PROJECT:      $ 53.29 

TOTAL NET AMOUNT RAISED FOR SERVICE FROM THIS PROJECT:   $ 0 

TOTAL MAN HOURS BY MEMBERS ON THIS PROJECT    6 HOURS 
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Monika McKean 

Friday August 12th was for me an unbelievably hectic end to a crazy week back to work after 
2 weeks of vacation.  Luckily I had something to look forward to and that was the Kinette 

social being held at good Kinette April's house. 
 

Sadly, many of our club members had other commitments which is understandable in our 
short summer, but Katie and I packed up our bag with swim suits and beverages and headed 

over for an evening with April, Vince and Payton 
 

What a great night we had.  We ordered in pizza and chowed it down sitting out in their 
beautiful back yard.  Former Kinette Erin joined us and we yacked and laughed for 

ages.  Vince was being the ultimate pool boy and was skimming and cleaning the pool but 
when he read the actual water temperature, we chose another beverage over a dip 

 
My thanks to April, Vince and Payton for opening their home to us.  It was nice to relax and 

laugh and enjoy each others' company.  It was a wonderful end to that chaotic week. 
 

Yours in Kin 
Monika 
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All Past Presidents….. 

 
PAST PRESIDENT REPORT RE: PROPOSED HOUSE RULE CHANGES FOR 2011-12 

 
A committee of Past Presidents including Monika McKean, Barb McArthur, Kim Dadswell and Janet Currie, met on August 
29

th
 to review our club house rules and to make the following recommendations: 

 
RECOMMENDATION #1 
WHEREAS we have no article in our house rules to regulate the membership application process, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we Include the following under #2 MEMBERSHIP, and make #2 (a) (and renumber 
the remaining articles accordingly) 
 
2 (a) Membership Application Process 
 

i)  Potential members must attend three Kin events (at minimum two meetings included in those three Kin 
events) prior to submission of membership application; 

ii) Membership application must be accompanied by an initial dues payment via cheque or cash, of $50.00 (fifty 
dollars) at the time of membership consideration; 

iii) A vote on the proposed membership application will take place at the first General meeting after submission of 
application; 

iv) Dues payment will be deposited upon acceptance of member into the club; 
v) Membership start date will be determined by headquarters application approval date. 

 
RECOMMENDATION #2 
WHEREAS costs have increased significantly over the course of the years and 
WHEREAS our club General funds are extended to cover many things that are for the benefit of our entire membership 
and 
WHEREAS we wish to continue to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our Club President, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article 10 CLUB MONIES, item c) CLUB PURCHASES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
be rewritten to the following: 
 

c) CLUB PURCHASES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
i)  The Past President shall receive from the Club, a Past President‟s pin and $200 towards the purchase of a Past 

Presidents  ring or a gift of equal value.  A Past President who has already received a Past President‟s ring or gift, 
will have her club dues paid for her subsequent year(s) as President. 

ii)  The Club shall purchase a Founder‟s Award for Achievement pin and name badge for every recipient, if required. 
iii)  The Club shall purchase a Life Member‟s pin and plaque for every recipient. 
iv)  The Club shall purchase a dinner badge for each Honourary Kinette and if necessary, she shall be supplied with a 

Kinette pin. 
v)  The Club shall purchase each incoming executive member an add-on tab for her dinner badge. 

 
RECOMMENDATION #3 
WHEREAS costs have increased significantly over the course of the years and 
WHEREAS our club General funds are extended to cover many things that are for the benefit of our entire membership  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article 11 CONVENTION item a) be rewritten to the following: 
 

a) The General account pays single lodging and registration for the President and President Elect to attend Spring 
Convention.  The General account pays single lodging and registration for the President to attend Fall Leadership 
Conference. 
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April MacLean 

 MYSTERY WEEKEND 2011 
Can you say STRATFORD ladies!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Yes, Stratford, this is where we ended up for mystery weekend 2011.  All I can say is, 
AWESOME!!!!!!! 

 
So for those of you who couldn’t attend mystery weekend, let me take you on our little journey  I 

picked up our clues at Monika’s house at about 12:30 Friday afternoon.  It was very, very hard for me 

to restrain myself from not opening the envelopes, ALL 10 of them! 

 

Vanessa and I started our trip at about 6:30 from the Collingwood Bowling Alley opening clue 

number 1.  Head out HWY 124 for about 26km.  “Who’s phone number is 445-5415” (or something like 

that), easy-Bellbrae Animal Hospital.  After getting the answers on Friday night, we were wrong, 

apparently there is a big friggin’ Jingle Bell sign advertising Christmas trees with the same phone 

number-I think we got the point due to technicality.  So basically this was the idea of our clues along 

the way.  We had to collect the answers to as many clues as possible.  We thought we were doing so 

well and then the dark hit us.  Do you know how hard it is to find clues in the dark?  We thought we 

were being smart by bringing along a flashlight-nope, we should have brought a FLOOD LIGHT!  

Anyway we arrived at our destination at about 8:45 that night and had great fun getting there.  By 

the way, did you know that chicken poop and linen spray does not mix well, just sayin’. 

 

So here we are, Queen’s Inn, Stratford Ontario halafrickinluya!  We started off with a beer of course 

and then had to change into our jammies and wear our tiaras, yes tiaras.  We had yummy wings and 

munchies and of course-beer and started going through the answers to the clues.  Have you ever 

been to Dorking or met Randy Pettapiece from Damascus?  Just wondering  Anyway congrats to 

our winners, Janet, Kim and Sue-great job ladies!  As the evening went on we decided to go check 

out the Boar’s Head Lounge, just down the hall-oh ya, still wearing our jammies and tiaras.  Not only 

did we check it out, we were the back-up singers to the Mika Fagen Band and we sang a great 

Mustang Sally!  Good job ladies, I’m sure someone will catch us on You Tube!  We are such good 

sports eh!  Bedtime came at about 2:00 and it was lala land for me.  Vanessa and I shared a king size 

bed and we were both star fishing and not even touching!  That is what’s going on my Christmas wish 

list this year (hint, hint secret sister-hope it’s in your budget). 
 

Saturday began our day at 9:00 down in the hospitality suite where we enjoyed a most delightful 

home cooked breakfast catered by Mo-B-K catering company.  Thanks ladies, it was delicious!  Our 

next adventure took us to the Stratford costume warehouse.  It was amazing!  We had a tour of the 

building which was filled with something like 5000 costumes, props, hats, shoes, furniture…….. 

everything you need for the play. At the end of our tour we got to play dressup….it sure was fun, but I 

could not imagine wearing those heavy costumes for the length of time the actors do, hats off to 

them.  It was very interesting to get the behind the scene info of what actually goes into the designs, 

costumes and props.  Did you know you can make a window frame with pool noodles and 

newspaper?   
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April MacLean 

After our tour, we were given about three hours of free time.  Most of us went downtown to the fun 

little shops they have.  Vanessa and I loved them so much we are going back down in October to do 

a Christmas shopping trip.  There were some unique and inexpensive shops, nice for a change  The 

weather was beautiful so it was great to get a walk in as well.   

 

Our next mystery was a visit and tour to the Rheo Thompson chocolate factory.  Not good for a 

diabetic with no willpower lol!  I managed though, I only had 3 small treats  The tour guide started 

off the tour by announcing that she was one of the bartenders from the Boars’ Head Lounge from 

the evening before and she loved our performance-whoda thunk lol!  There was much laughter at 

this point.  This was an interesting tour as well.  The people in the factory do most of their work by 

hand, yes by hand!  There is a lot of work that goes into making one little chocolate so next time to 

have one, think about the time and effort that went into making it.  They are also allowed to ingest as 

much as they want for free while working, but once they take it out in a bag-YA BOUGHT IT!  Christine 

our tour guide said that on average when a new employee starts they can expect to gain 10 pounds 

in their first month.  This is why I work with newspapers and not in a chocolate factory!  The tour ended 

with a lot of purchases from the mystery attendees and I’m sure it was a good splurge because Rheo 

Thompson chocolates are scrumptious!   After the tour we had about an hour and a half before we 

had to meet again in the hospitality suite.  6:00 sharp for wine and cheese. 

 

We were all dressed up in our fancy dresses, fancy shoes, fancy jewellery and of course, our tiaras.  

We all reflected on how the trip was thus far.  Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves, the 

company and the activities we had encountered.  We headed down to the dining area where we 

enjoyed a delightful chicken and schnitzel dinner.  I over ate big time.  I ate so much that my throat 

looked bloated!  I could barely finish my caesar, but you can’t waste a good drink even if it didn’t 

come with a bean-fibber!  After dinner we poured ourselves into our comfy clothes and went back to 

the suite.  Vanessa and I got there and noticed that people were being taken away one at a time, 

blind folded with an escort from Katie, Monika and Barb.  As people came out of the bedroom, they 

weren’t saying a thing.  No expression, no words.  What the hell is going on I thought.  If you know me 

well, you know I can’t take secrets or surprises.  Everyone was ignoring my questions and almost at 

one point just plain ignoring me!  Am I really that bad?  While Vanessa was AWL, I thought to 

myself,Vanessa-my bestest friend in the whole word will tell me what’s going on-ya right.  She ignored 

me too!  I kept trying to figure this mystery out; I even asked Kim if she got a lap dance in the room.  

She straight faced told me NOTHING, NOTTA, NIL.  I’ll teach them (so I thought).  I’ll be on good 

behaviour and won’t bug them anymore; just maybe they will pick me soon if I’m being a good girl.  

Bah, ha, ha, ha-I was last one to go for Pete’s sake.  They knew exactly what they were doing.  Keep 

the antsy one until last.  So now it’s my turn.  I get blind folded and they guide me into the dark, 

yummy smelling bedroom.  I sit down on the bed and someone takes my hand, gently holds it and 

starts rubbing the top of it.  Then some women starts talking from the floor with this very thick accent, 

maybe Jamaican, not too sure.  Then it dawns on me, I’m getting my fortune told!  I go into panic 

mode and start saying, don’t do this, I don’t want to hear anything, I’m not into this.  She tries to 

convince me it’s just good things, nothing bad-no I say, I’m not game for this, I don’t want to know 

my future for personal reasons.  Then I hear a slight chuckle from behind and then I think ok, maybe 

she’s not a fortune teller.  My next thought was did you play Mad Gab with us earlier because she 

was kind of talking odd.  
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April MacLean 

She has no idea what the heck Mad Gab is so then I think I’ve offended her because of her broken 

English.  At this point I go into panic mode because I’m in the dark, unaware of the surrounding, not 

comfortable at all and start having a slight panic attack with tears!  The woman holding my hands 

feels my body shaking and decides to stop the session and they turn on the lights.  Who do I see 

before my blurry eyes-Governor Colleen and Vice Governor Terri!  I laughed and laughed and then 

everyone else in the room was laughing too!  Oh how I 

wish I could sense that it was going to be a joke 

because I would have loved to hear what they had to 

say.  I should have known better.  Oh well, they got me!  

So now that I am back to normal and drinking a beer, 

life is good  We met some new friends who were part 

of the Boar’s Head baseball team.  They were a hoot, 

actually, they were a bunch of snarfin’ arse holes lol!  

Thanks for the fun time at Molly Bloom’s and The Pour 

House! 

 

9:30 Sunday morning took us to a yummy brunch 

downstairs.  There was once again, soooo much food.  I 

learned from the night before to not overdue it.  The 

food alone at The Queen’s Inn is worth a drive back!  

11:00 was check out and we convened in the parking lot for our last mystery.  We were given 

directions from map quest and as soon as I seen the address on Rogers Rd in Cambridge, I was so 

excited to find out that we were going to Kin Headquarters!  Woot woo, perfect ending to a super 

weekend.  It was interesting to see the memorabilia through the years since the start of Kin, pictures 

of Hal Rogers and old pictures in general of years past, to see the offices of the people that I’ve 

conversed with, the space that Dave Sopha has been oozing his blood sweat and tears for the last 

two years through Portrait s of Honour and just the actual building itself.  Thank you Baz for the tour 

and thank you to Monika, Katie and Barb for arranging it.  Just a little Kin education here-did you 

know that Kin colours were gold and purple until the 80’s when they changed to red?  Thanks Janet 

for your knowledge, it made me look smart on the tour  So 1:20 brought the mystery weekend to an 

end.  I asked if there were directions to get home, but there wasn’t and we had turned in our clues 

on Friday night so we weren’t too sure where we were going.  We were offered George, but Vanessa 

has a GPS thingy on her phone and by chance, she had a good old fashioned map in her car.  We 

said no to George and next thing we knew, we were the last of the mystery weekenders left in the 

parking lot.  Hmmmm, ok we punch this in, punch that in, do this, look at that and away we go.  Not 

even a kilometer down the road, we had already made a wrong turn and were going in the wrong 

direction.  I am supposed to be the co-pilot and I failed, even with a paper map in front of me!  

Good thing Vanessa is the calm, sensible one, she got us turned around and back on track-

homeward bound we were.  I arrived home about 3:45 and was greeted with the biggest hug ever 

from Payton.  It was great to spend the weekend away with friends, but this hug was the topper  

Thank you once again to Monika, Barb and Katie for a great mystery weekend, Vanessa and I 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  Thank you as well for the great company shared with Michelle, Deb, 

Janet, Kim, Sue, Ode, Kayla, Lisa, Karen, Erin, Marg and Barbara.  Vanessa and I had many laughs 

and will have many memories to talk about for years to come.  I can hardly wait for Mystery weekend 

2012!  Lastly, thanks to the city of Stratford for putting up with us crazy, wild, fun bunch of princesses 
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Debbie Hodgkinson 

Hi there Kinette Debbie,  

So, you’ve heard about the little surprise they gave me at convention huh?  I’ve been to 5 national conventions, including 
one at which I won the national speak off award and this is by far the most memorable. 

So, it was Friday afternoon of convention and I had just come down from my room where I was transferring videos of the 
speak off to a flash drive for a couple of the participants.  As I entered the lobby, Melanie Nieson from Headquarters 
shouted across the lobby “there she is, get her in there.”  I thought that my partner and I were due to give our report on the 
National Disaster Relief Fund giving $10,000.00 to Goderich.  So I rushed into the hall and was nudged toward the front 
where my good friend Doug Anthony was at the lectern.  Doug was sergeant at arms and I knew I was in trouble.  Doug 
was saying something about stairs and dangerous and I immediately panicked.  You see, in the lobby of the hotel there 
were side by side escalators, and I MAY have spent 20 minutes or so riding one up then the other down and so on and so 
on.  Then I heard Doug say “roll the video”.  I was mortified, thinking that the hotel security cameras had caught 
me.  When the video began rolling I saw my best friend, Kinette Tanya Hartung and two other of my friends on the big 
screens in front of everyone.  They were at my house, and they were destroying things! I started shouting at the screen as 
if to make them stop, and quite frankly, I didn’t get to hear anything else they said on the video.  As I was leaving the 
meeting room, my partner Dan Strugar gave me a letter.  This was a letter from Tanya and it told me why they had “done 
this to me”.  The things that they said in that letter were very overwhelming and stood crying tears of shock and joy.   

What these people did for me was one of, if not THE most kin-spirational thing I have seen happen in the association in 
my 16 years in kin.  I came home to a best friend who had worked 4 days straight, weeding and planting and helping to 
build and taking care of my kids.  To friends who had spent 12 hour days doing this wonderfully amazing thing just for 
me.  Their reasoning was that I had done all these wonderful things over the years but to me, I was just being me and 
hadn’t done anything spectacular or special.  They ripped down a horrid enclosed porch and rebuilt it with railings and 
wonderful double wide stairs.  They disposed of an enormous pile of junk that had been left here by the previous owner. 
They dug in 4 new gardens and planted wonderfully low maintenance plants for me to enjoy.  They laid an interlocking 
brick patio and even furnished it with a patio set.  All of the things they had done were via donations and calling places 
and getting things free.  I am thoroughly amazed and spend more time than ever before out on my beautiful new porch 
that was made with love by some of the most wonderful people you could ever hope to meet.  I’m so honoured to be able 
to call these people my friends and I wouldn’t have them in my life if it weren’t for Kin.   

I don’t know how I’ll ever be able to thank all those who were involved enough for what they’ve done for me but I can 
assure you that I will spend a lifetime doing so.  Most special thanks to Tanya Hartung for being the mastermind behind it 
all, Terri Iredale for her tireless work and the patio set, Marty Makins for his excellent carpentry skills, and to everyone who 
came to help out, Cheryl Brydges, Holly Bradford, Cheryl McTeer and her awesome kids and everyone who helped out 

with donations or just keeping the secret.  

I love them all! 

In Kin 

Colleen Wake 

District 1 Governor 

 



 17 17  

KINETTE KEY Volume 47, Issue #1 

Katie McKean 

Which super hero would you be and why?  

I would have to say Matilda… Yah not your typical super hero, but I wanted to be her 

when I was growing up! 

 

You can have five movies with you on a deserted island; what do you take?  

Monty Python & The Holy Grail 

Napoleon Dynamite 

Harriet the Spy 

Dirty Dancing 

The TV series “Departures” (That’s a movie right?) 

 

If you could make one return trip in a time machine, where would you go and why? 

I would probably go back to college – such an experience!!! 

 

You can invite five people to a dinner party dead or alive, who’s on your guest list?   

Marilyn Monroe – She is SO inspirational, and I think I would love to talk to her 

Tommy Lee – Well duh, I’m just a little in love with him 

Kat Von D – She’s pretty cool, maybe she’d even give me a tattoo after dessert? 

My Grandparents (McKean Side) – I never met them so I think that would be incredible 

 

What would be your dream job if experience, qualifications and location were irrelevant?   

I would be a world famous traveler. I would see everywhere, every small town and unknown place. It would probably be 

the most amazing experience ever. 

 

Name your top five ‘must see before you die’ travel destinations?   

Africa & Madagascar 

Egypt 

Europe 

Eastern Canada 

California 

 

Which animal would you be and why?   

A giraffe – they are the coolest animal ever. End of story. 

 

What’s under your bed? 

Stuff I have no other place for haha – Art supplies, luggage… 

 

Name a book that has had a profound effect on you? 

I do LOVE reading murder mysteries (the real thing like the dateline/48 hours books). 

 

Bungee jump or tandem skydive jump? 

Both? 

 

Pirate or astronaut?  

Pirate of course – other hot pirates on the ship, sign me up!!! Especially if one is Johnny Depp! 
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Janet Currie 

9-11 … A Time to Reflect 
 

It‟s difficult to believe that ten years has passed since the worst terrorist attack in history.  I bet 
every one of us can remember exactly where they were and what they were doing on September 11, 
2001.  I know I can.  I was on a two week trip through France, our first stop was Paris.  I remember 
being in the elevator of the hotel about 4pm when a man kept repeating “the twin towers have been hit, 
the twin towers have been hit”.  It was a few minutes later that our tour guide explained what had 
happened a couple of hours earlier in New York City. Hearing that news was rather surreal, surely this 
couldn‟t be happening.  Terrorism usually occurred in the Middle East, sometimes in Europe, but rarely 
in North America, and certainly not at that magnitude and level of destruction.  I spent the end of each 
day for the rest of my trip watching CNN and trying to make sense of that act, understand the motivation 
and pray that it was not the beginning of more atrocities.  There still is no sense to the acts of those men 
and no understanding. 

 
Almost 3,000 people died in the United States that day, many more were injured, and all of us 

were changed in some way forever.  While I personally did not know any of the victims, I feel the pain of 
their families and friends each time I see a news feature, documentary or movie that tells a story of that 
day.  There were many heroes that saved lives and many more who sacrificed their own life.  Rescue 
workers and others have to live with the death and destruction they personally witnessed.  Few events 
in history have impacted the world more than 9-11. 

 
Air travel and security measures are tighter and much more restrictive.  The debate still 

continues whether it is safer to fly now, than it was before the attacks.  We do know that other terrorist 
plans have been stopped with the added security measures, so I‟m sure a little extra time and 
inconvenience at the airport is worth it.  Canadians now need a passport to visit the United States.  We 
still take pride in having the longest undefended borders in the world, but it does take more effort to 
cross over to the US.  Some building codes for high rise structures have been changed and safety 
features have been modified, although it is difficult to retrofit existing buildings, so some cities are still at 
risk.  Building evacuation plans have been updated and practiced more.  These are all positive steps to 
try to ensure similar incidents do not occur.  Unfortunately there are still people who believe terrorism 
and acts of violence are the only way for their message to be heard.   

 
So, on September 11, pause for a few minutes and think of the innocent people who died, the 

rescue workers that rushed to the scene, family and friends.  Be thankful for the extra security 
screenings when travelling, because we still have the privilege to take a trip whenever we choose.  Be 
thankful for the firefighters, police officers or ambulance attendants, who do their jobs to protect others, 
often without a thought for their own safety.  Be thankful that we live in a society that generally tolerates 
others of different colour and different religions so that we each can practice our own personal beliefs.   

 
Be thankful we live in Canada. 
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LM Marg Holroyd 

 During my years in Kin, I have expounded on several occasions about the benefits of our organization.  
Not only do we perform incredible service work within our community, we also raise funds and awareness for a 
number of special causes.  As members we reap the benefits from our dedication through the personal growth 
opportunities available to us. We are presented with a wide variety of opportunities to develop and hone skills 
that assist us in social, career and political advances.   
  

As I mentioned I have trumpeted these benefits of Kin membership for years. I should, I am one who 
reaped these benefits.  
  
 Why, then, am I at this again?  I thought after my many years in Kin I had learned all I was going to 
learn from my many experiences. Well, I was wrong. In my opinion, a recent experience was one of the most 
profound I have had in Kin.   
 

It happened as a result of a last minute plea I responded to for someone to fill in for Books on Wheels. I 
have done this too many times to remember since our club started this project years ago. I have known the sad 
situations which exist in some of the homes where we deliver. I remember with fondness the retired school 
teacher who lived only in the kitchen of her large red brick house because despite her situation she always had 
a kind word for anyone delivering her precious books.  I remember the sadness that emanated from the home 
where one of the elderly sisters who had shared the books we delivered had passed away after a brief illness.  
I remember the concern for those elderly readers who left their doors unlocked and called „come in‟ without 
knowing who was there. So many memories. I thought I had seen it all, but I was wrong. 
  

We have all viewed the television shows about hoarding. I am sure many of us have quickly passed 
judgment on the subject.  On one of the calls when I last did Books on Wheels I entered a home I have 
delivered to several times, but a home I had never before entered. There had always been a young man at the 
door to switch the book bags. This time he was absent.  
  

I have seen cluttered houses. I have seen the hoarders‟ houses on TV. I thought they were an 
extension of clutter.  They are so much more. So much more than we can see. This home where I delivered 
books appeared to be a hoarder‟s home. The gentleman who lived there was in what appeared to be a hospital 
bed in his living room, a fan sat next to him to keep him cool as he worked on his laptop computer.  He was 
polite once he knew my mission was to deliver books and not try to sell him something. He apologized for the 
need to enter the house with the books. Sounds relatively normal, doesn‟t it? 
  

Well, this visit was profound, not because of what I saw, but because of what I experienced.  We only 
see the images of hoarding on TV, we do not smell and breath the devastating result of hoarding. It gave new 
meaning to the expression „you could cut the air with a knife‟. The smell: dank, old, dusty, dirty, putrid, rancid, 
all rolled into one, stayed with me for several hours. I was literally sick to my stomach and I did not know if it 
was from the air I had breathed, the scene I had viewed or the compassion I felt for the man who was stranded 
in that horrible condition.   
  

I do not believe I would have had the opportunity to become aware of this type of situation, had it not 
been for our Kinette involvement with Books on Wheels. I both regret and am grateful for the experience. For 
health reasons I have recommended to our President that we do not enter this home again. (I was still ill well 
into the next day!)  With luck the young man will be there on the Thursdays when we call because I am sure 
the gentleman enjoys his books.  Another experience gained from Kin, one I have learned from and one I shall 
remember for quite some time. 
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Past President Monika McKean 

The 20s and 30s 
 
• February 20, 1920, The Kinsmen Club was born in Hamilton, 
Ontario, by founder Hal A. Rogers.  
 
• Based on the foundation of fellowship, Kin expanded its 
mandate to include Service, Personal Development, Family 
Values and National Pride.  
 
• By the end of 1926, 9 cities had Kinsmen Clubs and the 
National Convention in Winnipeg saw the organization adopt a 
constitution and by-laws and fixed the maximum age for active 
membership at 40.  
 
• By 1928 there were 24 clubs from coast to coast and in 1929 
the club were formed into 5 districts under Governors and 
District Officers.  
 
• Around 1935 the first K-40 clubs were formed, giving older 
Kinsmen a chance to stay involved in Kin with their peers. K-ette 
clubs soon followed for the women, they also followed the same 
mandate as the K-40s.  
 
• Within a 3 week period of the onset of war in 1939, Kinsmen 
mobilized in two ways. First as soldiers fighting for Canada, and 
second, at home, becoming a war service club, assisting in the 
total war effort. It was during the Second World War that one of 
the largest Kin projects of all time, Milk for Britain, took place.  
 
• Responding to a radio appeal for milk for British children, 
Rogers began to rally Kin troops across Canada to raise funds 
for the purchase of powdered milk. The goal for the first year 
was to raise enough money to purchase one million quarts. 
Within nine months, Kinsmen and Kinettes had supplied more 
than three million quarts. By the end of the Milk for Britain 
campaign, the Kin family had raised close to $3 million and sent 
50 million quarts of milk to Britain.  
 
• The wartime effort saw the emergence of 41 new Kinsmen 
clubs and the formation of a new part of the organization: 
Kinettes. Kinsmen wives had begun to create their own clubs on 
an informal basis.   
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Zone C Awards & 
Membership Director, Barb 

McArthur 

 2011 – 2012 Kinette Zone C Team 
 

Zone Membership & Awards Director, Barb McArthur, 
Collingwood 
Zone CF & Service Director, Lisa Burechails, Beaver Valley 
Zone C Secretary, Katie McKean, Collingwood 
Zone C Deputy Governor Monika McKean, Collingwood 
 

Our Zone team has set goals for this exciting upcoming year and 
we look forward to working with each club to achieve them.  By 
achieving the following goals we will strengthen each club and 
our zone. 
 

WHAT? Encourage Fun and Fellowship amongst the clubs 

HOW? We want to promote travel, joint meetings, joint socials and supporting other clubs with their 
fundraising and service work.  Many of the clubs have big projects that they cannot man alone…this 
is a perfect opportunity to help fellow Kin while having fun and fellowship at the same time. 
   

WHAT? Ensure that Education is a priority with the clubs this year.  Provide as much information in 
an easy to access format as possible. 

HOW? Your Deputy Governor and Zone Team are a wealth of information.  Emails containing pertinent 
information, newsletters bringing you up to date and informative and educational visits from the team 
will ensure that each club is kept in the loop with updates, education and information. 

 
WHAT? Have at least one representative from each club attend Zone Meetings and Zone Conference 
HOW? It doesn‟t always have to be the President….even if the president can‟t attend, let‟s get the rest of 

the club members enthused and travelling to these events.  The information that is available at these 
events will only benefit you and your members if it‟s obtained. 

WHAT? Encourage submissions for each and every Zone Award that is available 

HOW? If we hear of a project that has been run in the zone, we‟ll forward the award paperwork to the chair.  
If we know of a Kinette who has outdone herself for her club and community, we‟ll forward the 
paperwork for Kinette of the Year.  We want you to follow up on the opportunities and we‟ll give you 
the paperwork and help you fill it out.  That‟s all it takes! 

WHAT? Encourage clubs to donate more to Cystic Fibrosis and submit for the CysticFibrosis Awards 

HOW? Help the clubs to find more creative ways to fundraise for Cystic Fibrosis.  Many clubs have multiple 
small fundraisers, some have one large.  Help the club find what works for them.  Once the 
fundraising is done, transfer all that hard work in to an award submission so that they are recognized 
for their efforts. 
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Debbie Hodgkinson 

 

Kinette Within One Point of Winning Speaking Competition 
By John McPhee 

Walkerton Herald Times Editor 
 

A Walkerton Kinette competing at Kin Canada's National Public Speaking competition came 
within one point of winning it all. Karen Coutts actually would have won had the rules been 

the same as in previous years - with a winner each for a Kinsmen and Kinette. But effective at 
this year's national convention, the organization decided to present only one overall Kin 

award. 
 

"It makes sense," said Coutts who was attending her first national convention, held Aug. 24 to 
27 in Regina. "There are Kinsmen and Kinette clubs but also Kin clubs (with both sexes) so 

the national board wanted to start awarding Kin awards.” It was a hectic start for Coutts, who 
arrived at her hotel just a couple of hours before she had to register for the competition. "I 

was just worried that there would be delays because there wasn't any time to spare," she said. 
She flew out of London along with fellow District One Kinsmen public speaker winner Tyler 
Galick (the District didn't have time to change its rules to match national's change) at 7 a.m. 

and had a three-hour stay over in Calgary before catching the second flight to Regina. 
 

Coutts' speech was on 4-H clubs. "I spoke about the benefits of joining a community organization where you learn such 
things as public speaking, leadership, and how to run meetings. I was lucky to have learned how to do that at a younger 
age." Coutts was the last of 13 speakers and although she was disappointed with the attendance for the public speaking 
competition where only about 100-150 were present of the 250 delegates registered - "I spoke before more people at the 

District level," Coutts said it was still "an amazing experience." She said her speech begins with the 4-H pledge with a hand 
raised. "When I looked out into the audience half of the people had their hand up or were smiling and saying the words 

with me." 
 

One of the highlights for her was "the great response from people during the speech and after," and seeing the response for 
Galick's speech who received a standing ovation from the audience. Galick has three-year-old twins who both have Cystic 
Fibrosis. Galick finished just one point behind Coutts, who said she was proud of how well District One did in the eight-

district competition. 
 

"To get the comments we did, and then see how close to the top we were, was just icing on the cake," she said. But Coutts 
said she also got to see the extent of the work Kin Canada does across the nation. "Last year we raised $917,000 for Cystic 

Fibrosis, (Kin Canada's main charity) and more than $18 million in other service dollars that go into local community 
projects," she said. "It's phenomenal, it gives you a great feeling." 

 
A six-year member of the Walkerton Kinette club, Coutts has long been an active member of the organization, serving as 
club president in 2008-09 and as Zone Deputy-Governor last year and this coming year. Then she'll serve on the District 

Executive and has her sights set on getting on the National Board after that. "I've always believed that life is not a 
spectator sport," she said. "I don't have a problem stepping forward, if I have the time." 

 
She's long been an advocate of participating in events outside of the club level. "You get to meet so many people, see what 

they're working on." She's already planning on attending next year's national convention in Peterborough, but not as a 
public speaker competitor. "I'll take a couple of years off, and I want to focus on encouraging others to compete in it, it's a 
great experience." For now though, Coutts has her sights set on helping her clubs in Zone J. "We have a lot of great clubs 
in this area and they're doing great things for their communities," she said. "It's going to be another great year in Kin." 

And, as always, she's looking for new members. For more information call 881-0768, or email zonejdg@gmail.com. 

mailto:zonejdg@gmail.com
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Debbie Hodgkinson 

Portraits of Honour Tour Schedule - September 2011 

 2011.09.01 - 2011.09.01  Cold Lake, AB Cold Lake Tour Stop 

 2011.09.02 - 2011.09.03  Fort McMurray, AB 
Fort McMurray Summer's End 

Tour Stop 

 2011.09.07 - 2011.09.07  Grande Prairie, AB Grande Prairie Kin Gala 

 2011.09.08 - 2011.09.08  Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt Kin Gala 

 2011.09.09 - 2011.09.09  Edson, AB Edson Tour Stop 

 2011.09.10 - 2011.09.11  Edmonton, AB Edmonton Kin Gala 

 2011.09.12 - 2011.09.12  Stettler, AB Stettler Tour Stop 

 2011.09.14 - 2011.09.14  Drayton Valley, AB Drayton Valley Kin Gala 

 2011.09.15 - 2011.09.15  
Rocky Mountain 

House, AB 

Rocky Mountain House Kin 

Gala 

 2011.09.16 - 2011.09.17  Red Deer, AB Red Deer Tour Stop 

 2011.09.18 - 2011.09.18  Lacombe, AB Lacombe Kin Gala 

 2011.09.19 - 2011.09.20  Calgary, AB Calgary Kin Gala 

 2011.09.21 - 2011.09.21  High River, AB High River Kin Gala 

 2011.09.23 - 2011.09.25  Medicine Hat, AB Medicine Hat Kin Gala 

 2011.09.28 - 2011.09.28  Winnipeg, MB Winnipeg Kin Gala 

 2011.09.29 - 2011.09.29  Vermillion Bay, ON Vermillion Bay Tour Stop 

 2011.09.30 - 2011.09.30  Thunder Bay, ON Thunder Bay Kin Gala 

 



 24 24  

 

KINETTE KEY Volume 47, Issue #1 

Dear secret sister- 

my birthday and Christmas are 
coming up and I was hoping that 
maybe you could splurge a little 
and get me a king size bed.  I 
would be willing to pick it up if you 
weren't able to have it delivered, it 
might fit in the back of my truck.  I 
understand if you can't, but it sure 
would be nice. 

Yours truly, 

April 

Darlene,  

 

Welcome back to the 

new Kin year… I hope 

you had a terrific 

summer! 

 

Your S.S. 

Barb, 

 

Rumour has it you had a 

great time on Mystery 

Weekend. I hope you had a 

few buttershots! 

 

Sincerely, 

Your Secret Sister 

Congratulations to 
Kim & her husband 
Andy on their new 
bundle of joy that 
should be arriving 

around February 26, 
2012. Good luck to 

Rowan as she will be 
an awesome big 

sister!!! 
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Well since there is a Kin KID page, why not a page to bring out the kid in all of us? Of course it‟s 
gonna use a little more brain power.. but give it a shot! 

Without using the internet – try to name a movie beginning with each letter of the alphabet. Don‟t 
give up, there is one for EVERY letter! 

 
GOOD LUCK! 

 
 

A__________________________________ 
 
B__________________________________ 
 
C__________________________________ 
 
D__________________________________ 
 
E__________________________________ 
 
F__________________________________ 
 
G__________________________________ 
 
H__________________________________ 
 
I__________________________________ 
 
J__________________________________ 
 
K__________________________________ 
 
L__________________________________ 
 
M__________________________________ 
 
N__________________________________ 
 
O__________________________________ 
 
P__________________________________ 
 
Q__________________________________ 
 
R__________________________________ 
 
S__________________________________ 
 

T__________________________________ 
 
U__________________________________ 
 
V__________________________________ 
 
W__________________________________ 
 
X__________________________________ 
 
Y__________________________________ 
 
Z__________________________________ 
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